Sarita KARPUZOVA

Medieval Pottery Production at the
Archaeological Site Plaoshnik - Ohrid

UDK 904:738.8(497.771)”12/13” Cultural Heritage Protection Office - Skopje
saritak2000@yahoo.com

Abstract: On this occasion we will address the medieval pottery production registered on the area
ofthe archaeological site Plaoshnik, Ohrid. In this context apottery kiln discovered during the course
02008 s systematic archaeological excavations will bepresented. The chronology o fthis specific intact
whole is determined according to the typologicalfeatures ofits contents. Inside the pottery kiln, which
collapsed during the thermic process, a total of 37 utilitarian vessels were discovered with features
typicalfor the period of the 13th—214th century. The production capacity has actually determined the
location ofthe commercialpart ofthe monastic complex ofthe Church ofSt. Panteleimon.

Keywords: medieval ceramicproduction, pottery kiln, utilitarian vessels, monastic
complex.

Introduction - Plaoshnik has a special place in the rich cultural history of the town
of Ohrid. Protected by the high Kale in the north, dominating over the natural rock
and the lake towards the west and south, this space was actively lived in during the
course of several chronological stages.1The picture of its complex stratigraphy was
completed by the systematic archaeological excavations in the period 0f2007 -2011.
The results confirmed and largely supplemented the previous information for the rich

1 Kouo A., KnumeHToBMOT MaHacTup ,,Ceetu MaHTenejMoH" 1 packonkata npu ,,imapet* Bo Oxpug,
in: F3d® 1, Ckonje 1948, 129-182; Idem, Apxeonowkun npoy4vyBarwa B0 Oxpug og 1959 - 1965; in:
3@ 20, Ckonje 1967, 257 - 266; butpakosa 'po3gaHoBa B., CTapoXpuUCTUjaHCKN CMOMEHULMW BO
oxpuacko, Oxpug 1975, 22-66; Idem, CnomeHULMTE 0Of NMPEUCTOPUCKM M aHTUYKK nepuog, in: Oxpug u
OXPUACKO HU3 UCTOopKjaTa, KH. 1, Ckonje 1985,145-153; ManeHko B., PaHocpeHOBEKOBHA MaTepujasiHa
KynTypa B0 OXpuA 1 OXpPUACKO, in: OXpug U OXpUACKO HU3 ucTopujaTa, kKH. 1, Ckonje 1985, 277-279;
BbuTpakosa IN'po3gaHosa b., Tonorpaguja Ha yp6aHWoT pa3soj Ha JluxHugoc, in: NcTopuja XXI11/12,
Ckonje 1986, 257-258; Idem, JZIuxHWz BO paHOXPUCTWUjaHCKMOT Nepuoj 1 HerosoTo ypbaHo jaapo, in,
JybuneeH 360pHMK 25 roguHu, MuTponoanT TumoTej, Oxpug, 2007, 261-263; Mouvyua KysmaH H.,
Auecku C., KpcTnnHuua Ha MnaoliHuk, in: M AN 1, Ckonje 2008,228-232; Mouyya Ky3maH H., Bouescka
B., Auecku C., AHrennuuH I, PaHoxpuctujaHcka basunvka (HapTekc) Ha MnaowHuk, Oxpug, in: MATI
7, Ckonje 2008, 233-243; Mouyya KysmaH H., Kapnysosa C., Muwesa O., MNnaowHuk, Oxpug, in: MAT
1, Ckonje 2008, 244-249; Ky3maH ., MnaowHuK, in, MakegoHCKO KynTypHO HacneacTBo, Ckonje 2009,
54 - 61; KyswmaH M., AumuTpoBsa E., Oxpug, Sub Specie Aeternitatis, Oxpug 2010, 23 - 130; buTtpakosa
"po3gaHoBa b., Okony naneoreHesata Ha HacenbuTe Bo [ecapeTwja, in: FAB Il, Ckonje 2012,101.
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Fig. 1. Medieval building phases Fig. 2 Medieval building phases
of stone and mud of lightweight material

spectra of functional contents which took place at this site starting from Prehistory
and all the way to the first decades of the 20th century.2 The multifunctionality is
evident within the separate cultural phases of living and especially when we discuss
the medieval segment. The excavations not only confirmed the contexts which define
the sacral and spiritual identity of the medieval Plaoshnik3 but these also point to the
existence of many other wholes which although profane in character, have functioned
in parallel with the previous ones.4These are the remains of the buildings (Fig. 1, 2);
communications, lime kilns and a large number of waste pits. This profane context also
includes the pottery kilns.5The movable archaeological material which corresponded

2 The excavations were conducted within the project Plaoshnik Il, “Restoration of St. Clement's
University”. Preliminary report: Kapnysosa C., Cuctematckin ApXeo/oLLKN UCKOMyBaHa, JIoOKannTeT
MnaowHwmk 2007-2008 rog., (W. M. 1), 1- 18 (unpublished).

3 Kouo [., KnumeHTOBMOT MaHacTup ,,CBeTu MNaHTenejMoH" 1 packonkara npu ,,Mmapet*,129-182;
KysmaH M., Aumutposa E., op. cit., 111-124.

4 Our conclusions refer to the area excavated by the team on RS 1 (research sector), more precisely
the part north of the atrium, the three-aisled basilica and the restored Church of St. Clement. For the
secular character of these occurrences see: Kapnysosa C., op. cit, 2-7.

5 In RS 1two medieval pottery kilns were discovered. Unlike the one we have presented, the second
one was only registered in traces.



Folia Archaeologica Balkanica 111, 2015 543

Fig. 3 Pottery kiln -
closed

to the mentioned occurrences dates these to the Late Medieval period, more precisely
in the 13th—14thcentury and all the way to the Ottoman rule in Ohrid.6

Medievalpottery kiln - The pottery kiln which will be discussed was discovered in
the D6/9 and C6/12 quadrants, at a depth of V761,79.7On the terrain base it occurred
as intruding into a medieval building of lightweight construction, defined by a floor of
pressed earth and pile openings.8(Fig.3)

Simple by its “construction”, the pottery kiln was composed of a single chamber
with an irregular ovoid form, 1,08 cm long, oriented NE-SW. Its width measured
in the NE part was 0, 65 cm and 1,10 cm on the SW part. Its vertical walls were
preserved at a height of 0,80 cm at north and 0,50 cm at south. Towards the East i.e.
NE, their height declined.9The entire interior of the chamber was covered with a layer
ofearth with an average width of between 3 and 4 cm, which contained vast amount of
tiny pebbles. During the thermic process the layer has received a red-like color, while
its structure became inconsistent and loose which represented a large problem in the

6 The preliminary analysis of the medieval numismatic material discovered at Plaoshnik in 2007-
2008, determined that the coins of the Palaeologian period, as well as the coinages of Ivan Asen Il were
dominating. Large numbers ofVenetian and Serbian coins were also discovered. See in: Kapny3sosa C.,
op. cit., 6.

7 At first this occurrence as a trace of incompact ashes-gray earth was evidenced as a possible pit
numbered 574/08.

8 Due to the degree of destruction caused by the digging of the medieval pits, we were not able to
determine its form and size. InRS 1two horizons ofbuildings of unsustainable material were evidenced.
In the first, in which the pottery kiln was also dug, at least three levels of buildings defined by floors
could be identified, which were also visible in the demolition layers which pointed to their short term
usage.

9 On the eastern side of the pottery kiln a medieval pit numbered 236 was dug-in, which has
partially destroyed the kiln. The vegetation has caused additional damage in the south-eastern part.
Because of these reasons we were not able to conclude whether the height was intact.
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Fig. 4 Medieval
bilding structure of
lightmaterijal and
Pottery kiln

course of its definition. On the walls of the chamber, along with the earth layer, traces
of ashes and cinder could be seen.

After the removal of the mixed layers of loose earth which at the first moment lead
us to the conclusion that we are dealing with a pit, a layer of baked red-like earth was
registered, defining the closure of the upper part of the pottery kiln. The compound
and the structure of this layer were identical to the layer cover of the walls. (Fig. 4)
Over the baked layer several ceramic fragments of larger vessels were also evidenced
which again had a covering role. Afterward a layer of cinder and charred pieces of thin
branches, 0,12 cm thin, followed. The next layer of loose ashes-like earth contained a
certain amount of smaller amorphic rocks mixed with the vessels which were baked.
With the exception of one entirely preserved vessel, all remaining were fragmented.
With their dislocation it was determined that the vessels were placed on two levels,
while the stacking ofthe chamber was performed from the end toward the central part.

On some ofthe fragments at the bottom ofthe chamber remains ofbaked earth were
plastered, some of which were registered separately in forms of smaller and larger
pieces. Its compound also suited that of the layer cover of the walls. Entirely below
the level of the vessels and the aforementioned earth pieces, a thick layer of burnings
appeared. The very bottom of the pottery kiln, a shallow pit with dimensions of 100
X 0, 50 cm, was dug in the Late Antique square at Plaoshnik i.e. in the plitar layer
evidenced below it.0In the middle part of the pottery kiln in which there were no
traces of burning, a larger amorphic stone with square base was placed. (Fig. 5)

In the attempt to “reconstruct” the seemingly simple structure of the kiln, several
questions of technical and structural character arose.

0 The Late Antique square spreads north of the three-aisled basilica. See in: Kapny3sosa C., op.
cit. 10- 12; butpakoBa I'po3gaHoBa B., JINXHUA BO paHOXPUCTMjaHCKMOT NepMoj 1 HEroBOTO yp6aHo
jagpo, 262; TyTkoBCKU M., PaHoxpucTunjaHcKnTE Mog, OXp
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Fig. 5 Bottom ofthe
pottery kiln

The first question refers to the way in which the closing of the upper area of the
chamber was accomplished. Itwas noted at the cut performed in the SW part that during
the collapse the layer of baked earth which enclosed the chamber collapsed inside its
interior at almost the same level. Only the mild concavity noticeable alongside the
walls leads us to think of an existence ofa possibly vaulted solution. (Fig. 6) The traces
ofintense burning and ashes in the walls ofthe chamber pointed to a possible existence
ofsome kind of structure made ofthin branches over which the earth coating for fixing
the walls ofthe pit was made.

The construction made ofbranches simultaneously served as a carrier for the material
with which the chamber was closed, and much probably it also determined the form
of the covering solution which in this case might have been vaulted. The successful
reconstructions of pottery kilns with “primitive form” which are lately largely treated
by the experimental archaeology benefit this conclusion. 1l

During the research ofthe pottery Kiln it showed that the firebox and the channels for
hot air supply were missing. These were not identified even in pit 236. All indicators,
and especially the appearance of cinder in the top of the chamber, over the vessels'

il Kudelic A., Eksperimentalno testiranje arheoloSke tvorevine | rezultati peCenja keramike na
otvorenoj vatri, in, GodiSnjak Instituta za Arheologiju Zagreb 2012, si. 1-3; Idem; Testiranje
tehnologije izrade keramickih posuda i rekonstrukcija hipotetske horizontalne keramicarske pedi, in,
Godisnjak Instituta za Arheologiju IX,Zagreb 2013, si. 2.
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Fig. 6 Cross section
in the SW part of the
pottery kiln

level, lead to the assumption that the kiln used an internal combustion principle i.e. the
pottery was baked along with the burning material. During this process the temperature
was regulated through an opening most probably placed on the NE.22

The appearance of the large square rock at the bottom of the pit, rather than the
remains of baked earth on some of the vessels, as well as the separate pieces of baked
earth, raises the question for the existence of a grid, which due to the inconsistent
structure of the material could not have been detected. The appearance of the thin
layer of cinder below the vessels and above the level of the rock on the other hand,
points to a possibility that the “armature” was made of thin branches over which a
thin coat of earth was put, a kind of flooring, over which the vessels were arranged.
The rock in this case had the role of a carrier of the entire floor structure. Although
possible, this solution has serious inconsistencies. Namely, the usage of light materials
for the flooring defy its stability in relation to the vessels' weight, while their additional
exposure to the thermic process inside the kiln were certainly not the main reason for
its collapse.

The pottery kiln discovered at Plaoshnik is an exceptionally rare example of the
Middle Ages with almost all of its structural elements entirely preserved. According
to the basic typology this example can be included in the e.g. “opened type” of pottery
kilns inwhich the vessels had a direct contact with the burning materials. Recently there
have been attempts for the distinction of yet another separate type of e.g. “temporary”
pottery kilnsB which could define the transitory phase between the direct vessels'
baking on an open fire and the pottery kilns of a closed type.} The pottery kilns in

2 Inthis part a flattened trace over the coating was noticed, defining the opening ofthe pottery kiln.

B Thér R., Experimental pottery firing in closed firing devices from the Neolithic - Hallstatt period
in Central Europe, EuroRea, 1/2004,40. http://joumal.exarcnet/eurorea-1-2004

% Simic - Kanaet Z., Razvoj longarskih peci i tehnologija pegenja na prapovjesnim i anti¢kim
primjerima, in; Opuscula archaeologica 20, (1996), 152-153, si. 3-6.
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which the vessels are directly exposed to the burning fuel on the other hand were used
as early as Prehistory, and according to some ethnological research they were registed
for use in rural settlements until the 20th century.5The Medieval pottery practice often
used the dug pit baking principle especially for the production of utilitarian vessels.6
The open pottery kilns were temporal i.e. they were crushed after every bum in order
to remove the vessels. Quite often, due to their unstable structure, these also suffered
during the baking process, as seen in the Plaoshnik example.

The technological processes for pottery production are not sufficiently elaborated in
our scientific literature. With the exception of the pottery kiln from Prilep dated in the
13thcentury, all other information mainly refers to pottery kilns with antique dating.I7

Inventory ofthe pottery kiln - After the completition of the reconstruction of the
pottery discovered inside the kiln the number of 37 vessels was ascertained. 18Il vessels
have been made on a potter's wheel, using refined clay with additivs of tiny quartz
pebbles. Despite the collapse ofthe pottery kiln, none ofthe vessels showed deformity
which testifies that the collapse occurred after the baking process was finished. Then
again regardless ofthe visible burning traces the vessels have been qualitatively baked,
with color varying from dark red, red to orange-red. The colors of the outer sides of
the vessels' walls varied from gray, dark grey to ochre-red, depending on the clay
compound in which these were submerged before the baking, as well as from the
baking temperature to which these were exposed. The characteristic uniformity of the
modeling of the vessels is typical for the Medieval pottery tradition. According to
the form and the purpose behind the vessels, in our case 8 separate types have been
detected, all belonging in the group of utilitarian (kitchen) pottery.

Pots with one B - These types of vessels were represented by 11 examp
with an almost identical form, with small derogations and variations mainly visible
in the dimensions?) i.e. in the way of decoration. (PI. 1, fig. 1-11) With the exception

5 boplenuh-Boraaiiobuth b., TexHonorvja mspage kKepamuvke Kpo3 YropefHa apxeosiolka w
€THONOLIKA UCTPaXMBama, in: MnacHnk CA L 12, beorpag 1996, 9-10.

B Bajalovi¢ - Hadzi -PeSi¢ M., Keramika u srednjevekovnoj Srbiji, Beograd 1981, 100.

T/ babukb ., MaTepujanHaTakynTypaHaMakeJOHCKMTEC/IOBEHN BO CBe T IMHA T aHaapXxeonoWKnTe
ncTpaxkysara Bo Mpunen, Npunor 3a KyntTypara Ha MakeJOHCKWUOT Hapof, Mpunen 1986,257, cn. 42;
bnaxescka C., Meukn 3a kepamuka, in, Bapgapcku Pud Tom I, (2005) , 261-280. Pottery kilns from
the antique period were also discovered at Plaoshnik site. Preliminary : bouecka B., MnaowHUK
2007-2008, Cwuctematckn WcTtpaxysawa - Mone 2/5, ( apxeonowKn UcTpaXkyBamwa
Ha NPOCTOPOT Ha paHoxpucTujaHCKaTa 6asnnuka, fakOHWKOH, HAPTEKC U NPOCTOPOT 3anagHo of
HapTekcoT), (unpublished).

B The reconstruction of 33 vessels was made by Evto Dimovski. Inside the pottery kiln fragments
of 4 more vessels were also evidenced, but with not enough elements for reconstruction. Two tracheas
with inventory numbers 5011 were also discovered, largely damaged by the burning. It is plausible that
the coins belonged to the medieval layers intruded with the kiln.

19 In the field documentation these are numerated as: MJ1/K-3772/ 5, 15, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27,
30, 31. In the text all vessels will be numerated only by the ordinals.

D The height of the pots varies from 16-20 cm, while the diameter of the mouths from 12-16 cm.
The diameter ofthe bottoms is from 9-llcm. An exception is vessel no. (26) whose height is 12 cm, the
diameter of the mouth is 11 cm and the diameter of the bottom is 8 cm.
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of the vessel no. 3772/18, whose short mouth has been almost vertically placed on
the body (PI. 1, fig. 11), the upper half on all remaining vessels has been spread with
horizontally pulled and mildly narrowed mouths with a rounded edge. The bodies of
the pots have a globular i.e. spherical form which gradually elongates toward the lower
part where it conically narrows into a flat bottom. Usually the handles are applied
just below the edge of the mouth and end in the widest part of the vessel’s stomach.
A decoration made with engraving and impressing along the vertical handle was only
documented on vessel no. 3772/31, (PL 1, fig.7). The remaining pots were decorated
with engraved shallow grooves or cannelures applied on the mouths, neck or the
shoulder.2L Quite often the decorative effect was also achieved by the circular traces of
the potter's wheel.

Generally these types of vessels can be dated in the period from the 12th- 14ti.e.
the 15th century. This dating suits a large number of similar vessels with one handle
which are a common find on the medieval sites.2

Jugs - Inside the pottery kiln three vessels ofthis type were discovered.ZAccording to
the typological characteristics we have separated them into two variants. (PI. 3, fig. 7-9)

The jugs numerated 3772/1 and 9 which have a low vertical mouth and a short
pouring part applied in the body of the vessel, belong to the first variant.24 Regarding
the form of the bodies some differences were detected. For example, jug no. 3772/1
was very similar with the one handled pots, (PL 3, fig. 9), while the second jug, no.
3772/9 has a bundle like form, (PL 3, fig. 7). In both cases the decoration, elaborated
like shallow grooves i.e. un-accentuated ribs, was made in the part of the neck and on
the pouring part.

The appearance ofatrefoil shaped mouth on jug no. 3772/3, (PL 3, fig. 8), determines
the second variant of these types of vessels.5In the upper part of its biconical body, as
well as on the mouth, this vessel is decorated with shallow grooves and un-accentuated
ribs. The decoration can also be followed along the vertical line of the handle, as well
as on its juncture with the mouth where short dashes were imprinted with a tool. The
root of the handle ended with an accentuated button-shaped concavity.

The medieval jugs, which due to their function are also treated as table pottery,
have a wide chronological frame. According to a characteristic noticeable on these
examples, in our opinion these can be dated in the period from the 12th- 1 Sthcenturies.®

2L bBengepocku 3., VICTOPMCKKU U MaTepujanHn parMeHTn of cpefHoBekoBeH LLITuN, in: Maced. Acta
Archaeol. 15, Ckonje 1999,365, cn. 5;Puctecku b., CpeHOBEKOBHA KepaMyKa O CKOINCKO, in: MakeoHCKO
HacnefCcTBO 21,Ckonje 2004, ®ort. 1, cn. 14, 16; MaHeBa E., HoBu geTanun of LOLHOCPeLHOBEKOE
Haof of Ycje kaj Ckonje, in: Maced. Acta Archaeol. 17, Ckonje 2006, 336-337, cn. 3, 4.

2 Babukb., op. cit., cn. 91,92; Bajalovié-HadziPesié, op. cit., 47-50,T. X; BuknKB.. Cpear0BeKoBHa
Kkepamuka beorpaga,beorpag 1994, 75-79.

2 In the field documentation the jugs are numbered as: IUI/K-3772/1, 3, 9.

24 Inthe consulted literature/bibliography these forms ofvessels are determined as types of pitchers.
See in: HadZi-Pesi¢ Bajalovi¢ M., op. cit., T. XX, 5.

5 Ibid., 64.

% Ibid., T. XX, 5; babuk b., op. cit., cn. 93/2.
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Fig, 1- For with ohe handle Fig. 2- Pot with one handle Fig, 3- Pot with one handle
Fig. 4- Pot with one handle Fig. 5- Pot with one handle Fig, 6- Pot with one handle
Fig» 7- Pot with one handle Fig. 8- Pot with one handle Fig. 9- Pot with one handle

Fig. 10- Pot with one handle Fig, 11- Pot with one handle
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Pots without handles -11 examples of these types of cooking pots were discovered
inside the pottery kiln.Z7(P1. 2, fig. 1-11 ) Acommon feature ofthese is the horizontally
pulled and partially slanting mouth. The bodies of most ofthese are bundle-shaped and
have a flat bottom. Exceptions ofthis standard model are vessels no. 3772/4 and 6, (PI.
2, fig. 5, 11), whose bodies have an emphasized globular form.

Unlike the pots with one handle, on the cooking pots a large number of variations
regarding the decoration can be seen. This especially refers to cooking pot no. 3772/4.
On the inner side of its mouth a waved line was engraved, supplemented by nail stings.
The transition between the mouth and the shoulder has several shallow grooves-
cannelures which form belts of different width. In the upper middle part of the vessel,
as well as on its widest part, through the use of a pointed tool for imprinting the
clay mass, slanting small grooves forming two parallel wreaths were achieved. Over
the higher wreath a thin groove, as well as a nail imprinting traces connected by a
thin engraved dash are visible. Thus, a waved decorative motif followed the entire
length of the vessels was achieved. Having in mind all the elements, this vessel can be
dated in the period of the 14th-15th centuries.B Vessel no. 3772/6 was decorated with
several shallow grooves placed on the shoulder. On its stomach a thin strip filled with
imprinted slanting and deeper grooves is applied. This example can be dated in the
13*. 14* centuries.OThe remaining cooking pots are decorated by belts ofthin grooves
engraved with awaved linedcombined with nail strings3l, as well as with thin ribs and
deeper grooves leaving the impression of profiling.2

Generally, the cooking pots are dated in the period ofthe 12th- 13thcenturies.

Pitchers - The type pitchers are represented by three examples in the pottery kiln.3
(PI. 3, fig. 4-6) These were characterized with large dimensions, heights of 27-29 cm,
vertical mouth tied to the neck, bundle-like body and a flat bottom. The handles are
strip-like and vertical. On their application spot, in the middle part of the neck, usually
a thickening rib appears.3 Their endings are the widest part of the vessel's stomach.
According to M. Bajalovi¢-HadZi-PeSi¢ these vessels were used as table vessels. 3

The decorating of the bundles is usually on the part of the mouths i.e. the neck,
where shallow horizontal grooves appear. Vessel no. 3772/2, (Pl. 3, fig. 6) is an
exception on which the horizontal grooves are also followed on the shoulder part.

Z In the field documentation the cooking pots are numbered as: MJ/K-3772/4,6,12,16,17,20,
22,25,28,29. Their height varies from 16-28 cm; the diameter of the mouths is from 14-24 c¢m; the
diameter of the bottoms is from 9-16 cm.

2B Bajalovi¢-Hadzi PeSi¢ M., op. cit., cn. 36.

D 1bid., cn. 33.

D Pdununoscka Jlasaposeka ., [opfuescka A., Vctpaxysara Kaj Ucak Llamuja - Lllexepesasa,
butona, in, Maced. Acta Archaeol 14, Ckonje 1996, 236. cn. 7; Puctecku b., op. cit. cn. 20.

3 Bajalovi¢-Hadzi Pesi¢ M., op. cit., T. VI.

2 Ibid, 41-50. T VII, 1

3B The pitchers in the field documentation are numbered as: MJ1/K-3772/2,8,14.

3 Bajalovi¢-Hadzi PeSi¢ M., op. cit., 60, T. XX, 4

3 Ibid, 60.
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PLATE 2
Fig. 1 Pot without handles Fig, 2 Fot without handles Fig, 3 Pot without handles
Fig. 4 Pot without handles Fig. 5 Pot without handles Fig. 6 Pot without handles
Fig. 7 Pot without handles Fig. 8 Pot without handles Fig. 9 Pot without handles

Fig. 10 Pot without handles Fig. 11 Pot without handles Fig. 12 Pot without handles
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In this case the decoration is also supplemented by coloring i.e. application of a lean
ochre-yellow engoba. It is applied with no order on the neck, while on the stomach
arrays of 3-4 vertical lines are followed. Below the root of the handle an encrusted
rhombus is painted.®

In the medieval ceramic production these types of vessels are generally dated in the
period of the 12th- 15thcenturies.

Amphorae - Inside the pottery kiln two vessels of this type were discovered.3

The first, amphorae no. 3772/11, ( PI. 3, fig. 3), was the only completely preserved
vessel. It has a non-standard form for this type of medieval vessel.38Its outward pulled
mouth has a square section. The neck is elongated and two vertical, strip-like handles
were applied on it. The body is slightly biconical, while the bottom is flat. Direct
analogies for this vessel were not discovered.

The second amphorae no. 3772/13, ( Pl. 3, fig. 2) has a vertically cannelured mouth
with a rounded and short neck. Its body is almost ball-like with a slight elongation
toward the flat bottom. On the neck of the amphoratwo vertical, stripe-like handles are
applied ending in the shoulder part. Similar as in the case of the pitchers, in this case
also, in the part where the handles are applied, a plastic profiled rib appears. Along the
vertical of the handles short dashes are engraved. According to its characteristics the
amphorae can be dated in the 14th-15thcenturies.®

Vessels with a pouring part - These types of vessels are very characteristic for the
medieval period. (PI. 3, fig. 1) As a form, with slight variations, this type has been
preserved until presentdays. The pottery kiln gave one such example numbered3772/7.40
The vessel has a short vertical mouth connected to the neck, a mildly biconical body
and a flat bottom. On one side ofthe neck a vertical, strip-like handle with arounded cut
is applied, ending on the stomach. On the opposite side of the handle a conic pouring
part is applied, connected to the neck through an additionally applied thick stripe-
like element whose edges are rounded. The middle part of the clutch was perforated.
During the 14th15thcenturies the vessels of this type received an abundant decoration
made with painting, engraving or the addition of reliefball-shaped elements.4

Plates - In our case only one plate was discovered, numbered 3772/10. It has a simple
conic form, wide opening and flat bottom without many details. Chronologically these
types of vessels can be followed from the 12th-14thcentury.2 (Pl. 1, fig. 12)

% Ibid., 53; Cnacoscka JumuTposcka I"., CakpanHute o6jektn CB. ['opfuja Bo KHexuHo u Llyma
Llamnja Bo Knueso, in, Maced. Acta Archaeol. 13, Ckonje 1993, 358.

3 In the field documentation the amphoras are numbered as: MJ//K - 3772/11n 13.

3B The amphora has a height 0f 31,5 cm, the wall's thickness is from 0,6-1 cm, the diameter of the
mouth is 11,2 cm, while the diameter of the bottom is 11,5 cm.

P Bajalovi¢ - Hadzi PeSi¢ M., op. cit., 53-54, T. XIV; bengegocku 3., op. cit., 365, cn. 6.

4 Its dimensions are: height: 22,5 cm; thickness: 0,5 cm; diameter of opening: 3,9 cm; diameter of
bottom: 9,2 cm.

4 Bajalovi¢-Hadzi PeSi¢ M., op. cit., T. XX/7.

2 Ibid., 50; Puctecku b., CpegHOBEKOBHa KepaMuKa 0f CKONCKO, in: MakeOHCKO HacneacTBoO 6p.
21, Ckonje 2004, 57, cn. 8.
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Fig. 1 Vessels with a pouring Fig, 2 Amphorae Fig, 3 Amphorae
part
Fig. 4 Pitcher Fig. 3 Pitcher
Fig. 7 Jug with pouring part Fig, 8 Jug Fig. 9 Jug with pouring

part
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Crepni (Bread baking dishes) - The bread baking dishes (e.g. crepni) are the most
common find in medieval sites, while their usage was documented as far as the
Early Middle Age.4&3 Inside the pottery kiln one example, numbered no. 3772/33 was
discovered. (PI. 2, fig. 12)

Conclusion

The discovery of pottery kilns at Plaoshnik, as well as the direct context in which
these were excavated, located the commercial part of the Monastery of the Church of
St. Pantelejmon in which some smaller ceramic workshop functioned. The borders
of the monastic complex have not been completely defined44, but its size can be
anticipated by the numeral architectonic remains of secular buildings made of stone
and mud or from decaying material, which were registered in the space around the
church. Despite the large degree of damage, it was evident that the buildings went
through numerous renewals and extensions which took place mostly during the 13th
14th centuries. In this period, on two occasions the Church of St. Clement was also
restored.%b Historically the 13th 14thcenturies represent quite turbulent times followed
by constant turmoil and changes of the political actors ruling Macedonia. It certainly
had a deep reflection over the activities ofthe Archbishopric of Ohrid.4During the 14th
century, by the rights and privileges on behalf of the Serbian rulers, especially during
Tsar Dushan's rule, after 1346, the Archbishopric of Ohrid grew into a large feudal
landlord whose property included numerous estates along with their residents.47 The
economic prosperity of Ohrid's churches, especially the church at Plaoshnik, is also
testified to by the two hoards of silver and bronze coins from the 13th-14th centuries,
discovered in 2008 and 2009.8 The people living on the ecclesiastical estates e.g.
“bonded villagers” had numerous responsibilities, duties and taxes to the church which
are testified to by the rulers' Chartas from the time.® The Charta also included all
craftsman, both the ceramic producers which are thus mentioned for the first time in
the official documents.3) Starting from prehistory, and later during the Antique period,

43 Bbabuk b., op. cit., 298-306; bengefocku 3., op. cit, 365, cn. 4; Pucteckn b., PaHocpefHOBEKOBHA
cafioBa Kepamuka Bo Peny6ivka MakeoHuja, in, ApXeonoLkn 0O TKpUTKMja Ha noysaTa Ha Make[oHwja,
Mpuno3u 3a UCTpaxyBara Ha Uctopujata 1 Kyntypata Ha noysata Ha MakegoHuja, kH. 19, Ckonje,
2008,1044.

4 The excavations are still in progress.

% [ Kouo, KnumeHToBMOT MaHacTup ,,CBeTu lMaHTenejMoH* 1 packonkata npu ,,/mapet Bo
Oxpug, 151-152

%6 TaHoB b., OXpua 1 0XpUACKO BO NEpPUOLOT Ha pa3BUEHUOT (eypannsam, in, 1 OXPUACKO
HU3 ucTopujaTa, kH. 1, Ckonje (1985), 224-246.

4 Ibid., 240-243.

8 KysmaH IM., umuTposa E., op. cit., 118.

% TaHos b., op. cit.,, 241; Tomocku T., Oxpug L0 KpajoT Ha XIV Bek, in, 360pHUK Ha TpPYyLOBM,
noce6Ho nsgaHme, Oxpug 1961, 14.

9 In King Milutin's Charter the percentage of produced vessels which the villagers from the
villages in the vicinity of the Monastery St. George in Skopje were obliged to provide for the needs of
the monastery were stipulated. See in: Bajalovi¢-Hadzi Pesi¢ M., op. cit., 9.



Folia Archaeologica BalLkanica 111, 2015 555

the pottery craft was practiced further away from the inhabited zones.5. Usually these
were small house workshops, located mainly near the clay sites. Somewhere from
the end of the 6th century the pottery workshops started to function within the city
walls and during the medieval period this craft became widely present not only in the
villages, but also in the towns.® For prevention from possible fires, their work was
strictly controlled through stipulated rules.33

Although there are no writing records for these types of workshops in the monastic
and chinch complexes, the archaeological excavations have yet evidenced several
such examples. In Bulgaria, during the excavations of the zones around the churches
of the medieval town of Preslav, elements and remains of manufacturing workshops
for different products, including pottery, were discovered.%4 The workshops for
pottery production discovered at medieval Corinth are also considered to have been
ecclesiastical property.%

The two pottery kilns from Plaoshnik certainly represent only a small part of the
monastic economy, but their discovery pointed to a new perspective of everyday life
inside the monastery, where in parallel to the spiritual, the everyday secular activities
were also nourished. We believe that during the final subliming of the results of the
conducted excavations, our work will contribute to the formation ofthe holistic picture
for the way in which this medieval ecclesiastical complex functioned.

8 Dautova - RuSevljan V., Brukner O., Gomolava,Rimski period,

B Raptis K. T., Earlu Christian and Bizantine ceramic poduktion workshops in Greece, tipology and
distribution, in Alii dei Congresso Internazionale sulla Ceramica Medievale nel Mediteraneo (Venezia
23-27 Novembre 2009), Firenze 2012,42.; Bajalovi¢-Hadzi Pesi¢ M., op. cit., 12-13.

B Bajalovi¢-Hadzi Pesi¢ M., op. cit, 42;

% Jordanov L, Preslav, The Economic History of Byzantium, from the seventh through the fifteenth
century, Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collections, vol. 39, Washington D. C., 2002,668-669;

% Sanders G. D. R., Corinth, The Economic History of Byzantium, from the seventh through the
fifteenth century, Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collections, vol. 39, Washington D. C., 2002,
652; Scranton R., Medieval architecture in the central area of Corinth, Corinth, vol. XVI, Princeton,
New Jersey, 1957, 67-68.
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CpeaHOBEKOBHATa cajoBa NpoayKumja Ha
apXeonoWKMOT nokanuTeT MnaowHuK - Oxpua

Pesnme

B0 TeKOT Ha CMCTEMATCKUTE apXeooLW KN UCTPaXKyBakba Ha IOKannTeToT MNaaowHUK
BO nepuogoT of 2007 - 2011 roguHa, nomefy COAPXUHUTE 0f CPefHOBEKOBHMWOT
nepuog Kom nMaa npodaH Kapaktep, OTKpueHn 6ea n ABe Neykn 3a NPoM3BOACTBO Ha
cajoBsa Kepamuka. Npeata of HUB GeLle perncTpmpaHa camo Bo Tparn. BTopara neuka,
MHOTYy eflHOCTaBHa Mo cBojaTa ,,KOHCTPYKUMja*, ce 06pyLLIMna 3a BpEME Ha Hej3nHaTa
ynotpeba 1 Kako TakBa MpeTcTaByBalle MHTaKTHa 3aTBOPEHa Le/inHa BO Koja bGelue
COLpXaH LEeNoKYNHMUOT KepaMUYKn nHBeHTap. CTaHyBa 360p 3a eguHeYHa Komopa co
HenpaBW/iHa oBasiHa (hopma Koja 6una BKonaHa BO MOAHOXO HMBO Ha CpefHOBEKOBHA
rpagb6a of neceH martepujan. BepTukanHuTe sMAoBM Ha KoMoparta 6une npemayvykaHm
CO TEHOK C/0j Of 3eMja KOj Ce 3amnekos BO TEKOT Ha TepMUYKuOoT npouec. Co uct
TakoB C/10j 3emja 6usia 3aTBOpPEHA W Hej3uHaTa ropHa NoBpLUNHA, OLHOCHO OTBOPOT
Ha Komoparta. [JHOTO Ha neykarta 3aBplLUyBalle BO BUA Ha jaMa CO oBanHa (opma, HO
CO AMMEH3UW Nomanu 0of OHWe Ha OTBOPOT. [1pu HEroBOTO BKOMyBawe MpobueH e
[AOLHOAHTMYKMNOT N/IOWTas KOj Ce MpoCcTupa CeBEPHO 0f TpMKopabHaTa 6asmnuka. Bo
CPeAULLIHNOT feNl Ha AHOTO Ha neykarta noctaBeH 6w NorosieM amMopgeH KamMeH Cco
yeTBpTECTa (POpPMa KOj BepojaTHO MMas yiora Ha Hocay Ha MoAoT, MOXebu HeKakoB BUJ
Ha nogHuua n3BefeHa of ,,4pBeHa apmaTypa“, OQHOCHO TeHKM Npayvyku npemaykaHu
CO C/I0j 0f 3emja Bp3 Kou 6une nosnoxeHu cagosute. CnnyHa CTPYKTypa BepojaTHO
6una ynoTpebeHa 1 3a (hMKCMpare Ha SUA0BUTE Kako U 3a ,,MOKPUBHOTO peLleHmne Ha
Komopata. Bo KOHTEKCT Ha KOMopaTa He 6ea permcTpupaH NOXMULLTE KaKo HU KaHanu
3a [I0BOJ, Ha TOMOA BO34YX, MefyToa fnojaBaTa Ha CN0j 0f rapex Hafj HMBO Ha cafoBuTe
YKaXKyBallle feKa neykara PyHKAMOHMPana Ha NPUHLUN Ha BHATPELLHO COropyBame
Mpu WTO KepaMMyKnUTe cafoBu 6uie BO AUPEKTEH KOHTAKT CO OTHOT. PeryinpamweTo Ha
[0BOZOT Ha BO3J4YXOT Kako M Ha TeMMepaTypa BO KOMopaTa Ce 0BO3MOXYBano MpeKky
OTBOp KOj criopef 3abenexaHute Tparn ce Haoran Ha CW cTpaHa Ha neykara.

Cnopef OCHOBHaTa TUMO/IOrNja HaWMNOT Haog ce B6pojyBa BO T.H. ,,0TBOpPEH Tmn*
Ha Meyku Koj WTOo ce ynoTpebyBan ywte of npavctopmnjata. Ce paboTu 3a eJHOCTaBHM
BKOMaHM jaMy BO KOM LUTO KepamukaTa, MO 3aBpLUyBarkbe Ha MPOLecoT Ha CyLlee
ce neyesia U3NoXeHa Ha AMPeKTeH oraH. 3a ga ce 06e36ean NMoBUCOKa TemnepTypa
ropHara CTpaHa Ha jamarta ce 3aTBapasia Co rpaHku, 3emja, rnmHa. Bo cpegHnoT BeK
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0BOj efiHOCTaBeH NMPUHLMN BOOOMYAEHO Ce KopucTen 3a u3paboTka Ha cafloBuUTe 3a
CeKojaHeBHa ynoTpeba Kako LITO MOKaXyBa W HallnoT npumep.

Bo oBaa mneyka Gea OTKpMeHW BKynHo 37 caja, o4 Koum 33 Ce LeOCHO
PeKOHCTpyupaHu. Cnopes HUBHATA YTUNMUTapHA NPpUMeHa The 6ea NojesieHn Ha OCyM
TUNA YW KapaKTePUCTUKKU ofroeapaaT Ha Kepamorpagujarta Bo nepuofot Ha XIII -
XIV BeK, XpoHO/I0TMja Koja LITO COOABETCTBYBA HA KOHTEKCTOT BO KOj 6eLle OTKpUeHa
W camaTa neyka.

MojaBata Ha 0BOj NPOW3BOACTBEH KanauuTeT ja Jfouupawle mnosuumjata Ha
CTOMaHCKNOT, OJHOCHO 3HAETUYMCKUCKMNOT [N KOj LITO (PYHKLMOHMPan BO CK/OM Ha
MaHaCTUPCKMOT KOMMNJEKC Ha LpksaTta CB. [aHTesnejMoH.



