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Abstract: Archaeological research has been conductedfor several years in the urban territory
of Strumica, in the Orta-dzamija location. Out of the rich stratigraphy of the terrain, this is a brief
overview of the Christian necropolis that existedfrom early Middle Ages to the construction of the
mosque in 1613/1614.
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The strategic location, the climate and the soil as well as the rich natural resources
were some ofthe reasons that made the town of Strumica a major spiritual and economic
centre in the broader region in the Middle Ages.1

Here we will set aside the issues of its ancient name,2as well as the double name of
the town in Medieval Times.3n fact, it seems that there are quite compelling answers
to these questions already.4

In Byzantine sources the Strumica toponymis mentioned for the first time in the
1019 sigilion published by Basil 1l (976-1025). In it, the Episcopacy of Strumica
is mentioned as part of the Ohrid Archbishopric5 Also, the Brief History by John
Skylitzes states that the previously mentioned Basil Il, after the victory in Kleidion
went toward “... kataZtpovupvtlav...“ .6

1 M. B. MaHos, Ctpymunua n CTpymmuykata 06/1aCT BO BOEHO-MOAUTUYKATA U WUAEOSOLIKATA
cTpateruja Bo BusaHTtunja (IV-XI Bek), in P. dunyeckn, CTpymuya n CTpyMUUKO, UCTOpPKUja, KynTypa
n Tpaguumnja, Ctpymuua 2008, pp. 49-66.

2 Ibid., pp. 49-50.

3 Ibid., pp. 52-57.

4 WN. Ctedpocka, EnuckonnjaTa Ha CTpymuua Bo cpegHnmoT Bek (XI-XI in P. ®unueckuy,
CTpymuya n cCTpyMUyKo, UcTopuja, KynTypa v Tpaguuuja, Ctpymmua 2008, pp. 77-87.
5 Ibid., pp. 81.

6 Ibid., pp. 81, n. 21.
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Fig. 1 Fig. 2

The exceptional monuments of sacral Christian architecture and painting are also a
testament of the town’s importance in medievalism. These are: the monastery church
of St. Virgin Mary in Veljusa,the remains of the Ss. Fifteen Tiveriopol Martyrs,&he
foundations of Ss. Forty Martyrs of Sebaste (in the region of Bansko)%s well as near
the complex of churches of St. LeontiusVodoca,liivhich has been named the Vodoca
episcopacy under the jurisdiction of the Ohrid Archbishopric since the time of the
Dragas family. 1L

The excavations at the CareviKuli fortress brought to light another Christian church
with a medieval necropolis.2

7 T. Munkosunk-Tenek, Benjyca: manacTup Ce. Boropoguua MunocTumsa o cenoTo Benjyca Kpaj
CTpymuua, Ckonje 1981.; C. KopyHoBcku, E. Aumntposa, BusaHTucka MakefoHuja: ucropuja Ha
yMeTHOCTa Ha MakegoHuja og | X do XVeek, Ckonje 2006, pp. 48-51, fig. 24-27.

8 [. Kouo et al., MpenTe pesynTaTu 0f apxeonoWwKNTe UCKONyBaka Ha nokanuTeToT ,,Ce. 15
MayeHuun“eo CTpymuua-1972 rog., wilnkoeHa YMeTHOCT rog.l, 6p.1 (1973), pp. 43-44.; O. Kouo,
M. MurbkoBuK-Ienek, Pe3ynTaTuTe 0f apXxeonowknTe nckonyearwa eo 1973 r. Bo ypkeaTa ,,Ce. 15
Tueeprononcku MaveHnLm “- CTpymuua, in 360pHUK Ha ApXeonolWwKnoT Mysej Ha Makegonuja VIII-
IX (1978), pp. 93-104.

9 [. Kouo, IN. MumbkoBrK-TMenek, HoeooTKpueHaTa Lpkea Ha 10KanMTeToT ,,Ce. UeTupneceT
eo cenoTo baHcko - CTpymuuko, in A. Linymmos (ed.), 360pHMK Ha Tpyg0emn no noeod 35 roguiHuHaTa
0f, OCHOearweTO0 Ha My3ejoT eo CTpymuua, CTpymnua 1989, pp. 65-99.; A. Limuumos, MepmepHaTa
onTapHa nperpajga eo upkeaTa Ce. YeTupreceT ceeacTUCKN MayeHuumn eo baHcko, in A. Luymmos
(ed.), 360pHUK Ha Tpynoen no noeos 35 roAlMHUHATA Of OCHOeaweTO Ha MysejoT eo CTpymuua,
Ctpymuua 1989, pp. 101-103.

10 M. MurbkoBmuK-IMenek, KomnnekcoT upken eo Bogoua, Ckonje 1975.; J. AHaHumes, VodocCa, crkva
sv. Leontie, srednovekovna nekropola, in ArheoloSki Pregled 28 (1989), pp. 185-186, fig. 1-4.; ldem,
ApXeonoLwKn nckonyeara Ha upkeaTa Ce. JleoHTuj eo ¢. Bogoua 1986-1990 rogmHa, in KynTypHo
Hacnegcteo 17-18 (1994), pp. 57-64.; E. Maneva, Ancient jewellery from Macedonia: Vodoca
Necropolis (from 14thto early 19thcentury), Skopje 2007.; Eadem, InventariaArchaeologicaPersonarum
vol. I, Vodoca Necropolis, Skopje 2013.;C. KopyHoBcku, E. Aumnutposa, BusaHTucka MakegoHuja:
ucmopuja HaymeTHOCcTa Ha MakegoHunja od 1 X do XVeek, Ckonje 2006, pp. 45-46.

1 W. Ctetocka, EnnckonnjaTa Ha CTpymunua eo cpegHmoT eek (XI-XIV), in P. ®wunuyeckuy,
CTpymuua n CTPYMUYKO, ucmopuja, KynTypa 1 Tpaguuyuja, Ctpymmua 2008, pp.86.

R 3. Pyjak, Llapeen Kynn, Ha naToT Ha npegunTe, Ctpymumua 2004, pp. 15.; Ibid., Llapeen Kyau
- 7000 roguumn kynTypa, in P. ®unveckn, CTpymuua n CTPYMUYKO, UCMopuja, KynTypa v Tpaguuuja,
Ctpymuua 2008.
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In this multitude of churches,
with medieval graves in their areas,
the locality of Orta-dzamija has a
prominent place.3This is primarily
due to the fact that an old holy site
has been used for the construction of
an Islamic monument. It is also very
important that in this case there is a
reliable terminus ante quern about the
older layers in the year 1613/1614,
when the mosque was built.

The medieval stratum is especially
important because ofthe discovery of
a church with a necropolis. Fig. 3.
This church was later destroyed in a
fire. Fig. 1, fig. 20.

Based on the preserved fragments
of frescos Fig. 2, the church can be
dated to Xl-early XII Century.

The remains of the early Christian basilica also bear witness of the sacral tradition
in this area. The location itselfhas a rich cultural stratigraphy, with an especially rich
Hellenistic layer.

The appearance of the medieval graves is typical for the Christian burial rites;
inhumation, W-E aspect, position of the body and the extremities, and lack of a more
distinctive grave architecture. Fig. 3.

The mostdominant finds arejewellery and metal parts ofclothing, primarily buttons,
which also testify about the burial rituals of the medieval population in these parts.

Ofthe jewellery, there are various items of They are present in all social,
age and gender groups.4

This overview will focus on several types: hoop earrings, Fig. 4, hoops with an S
hook clasp Fig. 5 as well as threaded beads earrings Fig. 6ab

All of these have been used for a long time in the Middle Ages, including XV and
XVI centuries. 5

Fig.3

B M. Nazapescka, 1987, OrtadZamija-Strumica, in Arheolo3ki
Pregled 27 (1987), pp. 143-144;M. CtameHoBa, Preliminaren od arheoloskoto istrazuvanje
na lokalitetot Orta DZamija vo Strumica 1984-1987, in A. Llnunmos (ed.), 360pHMK Ha TPyLOBK NO
nosog 35 roAullHNMHaTa 04 OCHOBakeTO Ha My3ejoT Bo CTpymuua, Ctpymumua 1989, pp. 351-355.;M.
CTtameHoBa-ATaHacoBa, lyxoBHUTe Tpajuuum Ha cpeHoBeKoBHUOT Tusepuonon, Ctpymuua 2003, pp.
14-57.
Y E. MaHeBa, CpefjHOBEKOBEH HakuT o MakefoHuja, Ckonje 1992, pp. 41-43..
5 E.MaHesa, ApxeonornjaHa MakefoHnja BO TypcKoTO cpegHosekosue (XV-X
(apxeonoruja), in . KyamaH (ed.). MakegoHuja: MUNEHUYMCKN KynTYPHO-UCTOPUCKM pakTu, CKonje
2013, pp. 2012-2013, fig. 41.
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Fig. 4 Fig. 5 Fig. 6

They are, in fact, pieces ofjewellery with a prophylactic, amulet role and are often
worn asymmetrically, on one side only. They are found on male children as well,
especially only sons, as protection from curses and all evil.

The threading of other accessories, such as beads, Fig. 6ab or smaller rings signifies
a greater “amulet” function.

An earring with a horizontal guzvafrom a spirally wound wire dates back to the XII
century,l8-ig S.The earring with a vertical “guzva” from a filigree wire, also wound in
a spiral fashion, belongs to the late Middle Century production. Ifig. 9

The attractive pair of earrings each decorated witha strawberrydates from the XIlI
Century. 1&Fig.7

Fig. 7 Fig. 8 Fig. 9

The circular earring with a triangle-shaped cut in the upper part is a testament to the
popularization of the medieval luxurious noble models from the X1V Century. Fig. 10.

In the style of Oriental fashion, small leaves are pinned to the outer edge, which
is another evidence of the symbiosis of the traditional and the oriental influences.
Analogous examples from the XV-XVI centuries come from the Vodoca necropolis.19

Bracelets in the medieval necropolis at the Orta-dzamija locality are found as
jewellery worn by women and girls. They are made of metal and glass materials.

¥ E. MaHeBa, CpeJHOBEKOBEH HAKNT 0f, MakepoHujaCkonje
T Ibid., pp. 54.
B E. Maneva, Ancientjewelleryfrom Macedonia: Middle Ages, Skopje 2005, cat. no. 17a.

B E. Maneva, Ancient jewellery from Macedonia: Vodoca Necropolis (from 14th to early 19th
century), Skopje 2007, cat. no. 12-13ab.
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The bronze, band-like bracelet with open ends
and stylised, geometric decoration on the outer
surface is a typical representative of this type
of jewellery. Fig. Il.Band-like bracelets can be
found even in the XI century, however they were
more widely spread in the XII century and their
presence gradually decreased in the XIII century.2

Some of the favourite types of bracelets from
that period, as well as the abovementioned example,
are those made of two doubly coiled bronze wires
and those with open, loop-shaped ends, where
both ends of the doubly coiled wire protrude and

Fig. 10 resemble serpent heads and fangs. Fig. 12 Thus,
this type ofjewellery takes on the amuletic, healing
and prophylactic powers ofthe serpent.2L

Fig. 11 Fig. 12

And while these two types of bracelets are almost without exception found in the
repertory of medieval necropolises in Macedonia, the two pairs of glass bracelets are
found relatively rarely. Fig. 13 ab; Fig. 14 ab

They were worn in pairs on the humerus, one pair on the left, Fig. 13 ab, and the
other on the right arm. Fig. 14 ab22

This also reveals the specific clothing and the way this jewellery was used. The most
apparent chronological evidence of this is found in the frescos in St. Panteleimon in
Nerezi - Skopje, dating from 1164.23

2 E. MaHeBa, CpefHoBeKOBEH HakuT of MakegoHuja, Ckonje 1992, pp. 71-73.

2 1bid., pp. 74-75.

2 E. MaHeBa, J. AHaHueB, Keramidarka - S. Mobino kaj Strumica, - iskopuvanje 1988-, »» Maced.
Acta Archaeol 11 (1990),pp. 215-226; E. MaHeBa, CpefiHOBEKOBEH HakUT of MakegoHuja, Ckonje
1992, pp. 228-229, cn. 29.

B E. Maneva, Ancientjewelleryfrom Macedonia: Middle Ages, Skopje 2005, fig. 3.
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Fig. 13 Fig. 14

Therings in this location are represented by three very specific examples.

The ring with a square, flattened head and protruding shoulders is one of the most
typical representatives ofjewellery from the late XI and early XII centuries. Fig. 15
It is part of the repertory for widespread use and is an evolved variation of one of the
most frequent types, which with certain changes are found in the period between X and
early XII centuries. 2

Fig. 15 Fig. 16 Fig. 17

The perfectly preserved item with a massive hoop, which is fluted on the outer
surface, has the basis of a round head with an unusual serrated mounding on the outer
edge. The engraved imagery consists of two fully stylised human figures facing each
other, one with the arm raised towards the other. Fig. 16.This is probably a christening
scene, which is often found on XII rings.5

With its morphological features, the massive bronze ring with an elliptical head
dates from the XV century. Fig. 17

The engraved imagery on the head is an inventive interpretation by a local craftsman.
It consists of an oval surface divided in segments with imprinted dotted “decoration”. If
we subscribe to B.A. Rybakov’s theory, the hatched surfaces with or without imprinted

24 E. MaHeBa, CpefHOBeKOBEH HakMT o MakegoHuja, Ckonje 1992, pp.84-85, n. 514-516.
5 Ibid., T. 84, 75/3,44/1,45/10 etc.



Folia Archaeologica Balkanica 111, 2015 513

Fig. 18 Fig. 19

dots, symbolise planted or implanted fields.ZThis also indicates the role of the ring as
a seal that represents the owner’s emblem.2

Among the jewellery that was used as accessory for clothes, there are seven filigree
Fig. 18(1"and three calotte buttons. Fig. 19(1

They were all found in one grave complex, which indicates a relatively rich burial
ofawoman in late medievalism.2

The detailed processing of medieval necropolises in Strumica and its wider
surroundings, which often contain the stratum
of the so-called Turkish Middle Ages in
Macedonia (XV-XVIII centuries),Zand even the
later renaissance period,3is expected to unveil
exceptional demographic, cultural, economic and
other parameters about the life and the customs of
the population in the region in that period.

This brief overview of the finds at the Orta-
dzamija location is just a small contribution in this
respect. Fig. 20

% A B. PticakOB , NTanuecTBo Aycu, Mocksa 1987,pp. 524, 525.

Z E. Maneva, Inventaria Archaeologica Personarum vol. 1, Vodoga Necropolis, Skopje 2013, pp.
74, 75, fig. 2ab; 87, fig. 11, 92, fig. 23.

B E. MaHeBa, CpeaHosekoseH HakuT od MakegoHruja, Ckonje 1992, pp.34-36; Ead., 2013, pp.107,
fig. 8;pp. 108, fig. 9-12.

2 A CT0jaHOBCKW, MaKeoHWja BO TYPCKOTO CpeaHOBeKoBMe (04 KpajoT Ha X1V —noyeTokoT
Ha XYLLsek), Ckonje 1989.; E.MaHeBa, Apxeonoruja Ha MakefoHuja Bo TypckOTO CpeHOBEKOBME
(XV-XVIII Bek) (apxeonoruja), BO M. Ky3MaH (ed.) MakegoHuja: MUNEHUYMCKM KYNTYPHO-UCTOPUCKM
thakTu, Ckonje 2013.

3 E Maneva, Inventaria Archaeologica Personaruml, Vodoga Necropolisj Skopje 2013,149-168.
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OcCBpT Ha pesyntaTuTe 04 UCKOMyBakaTa
Ha CpeJHOBEKOBHATa HeKpOrnosa Ha fiokauunjata
OpTa-Llamuja Bo CTpymuua

Pe3nme

Bo Ctpymuua, Ha okaumnja OpTa-Liamumja BpLLUeH ce MOBeKero4uLWHM apXeoowWwKu
ncTpaxysawa. Llamnjata e nsrpageHa Bo 1613/1614 rof. WTO e cwypeH terminus
ante quem 3a 6orarara apxeosiolwkKa cTpaTurpaduja nokpueHa nog Hea. OcobeHo e
BNeYyaT/IB XeNIeHUCTUYKNOT CNoj.

3a cakpanHarta Tpaguunja ceefoyar ocTatoumTe 04 paHOXpUCTMjaHcka 6asunmka.

CpefHoBEKOBHNOT CTpaTyM e 0CO6EHO 3HayaeH 3apafu ocTaTouuTe Of LUpPKBa Of
11. no4yeToK Ha 12. BeK Koja cTpagana Bo noxap (cn. 1-3, 20).

Bo oBaa npuroga BHUMaHMETO e HACOYEHO Ha HEKPOMOo/iaTa Koja ce npocTupa okony
LpKBaTa v ersuctupana cé fo usrpagbara Ha Lamumjara.

HasefeHnte rpo6oBu NO CBOJOT W3rfie[ Ce CBOJCTBEHM 3@ XPUCTUjAaHCKMUOT
norpebeH puTyc: nHxymauuja, opneHTtaymja 3-U, cneynduryHa nonoxxbda Ha Ten0To U
EeKCTPEMUTETUTE U HEMOCTOEHE HA NOBMeYaT/InBa rpobHa apxuTekTypa. JJOMUHAHTEH
apXeonoLLKN MaTepujan e HaKUToT.

OBae ce npuKaxaHW HajKapaKTepUCTUYHUTE TUMOBWU HaywHUUM, 6enesnuym,
NMPCTeHN 1 Konumkwa. KyprosnTeT npeTcTaByBa HAOLOT Ha iBanapa cTakneHu benesnun
OTKPMEHMW Ha ABeTe pale Bo rpob Ha aesojye (cn. 1). Toa 36opyBa 3a crneundmnyHata
o06n1eKa ¥ HaYnH Ha ynoTpeba Ha 0BOj HAKWUT NOTBPLEHU HA (PPECKOXUBONUCOT 0f CB.
MaHTenejMoH - Hepesu, Ckonje o 1164 rog.

[eTenHatao6paboTKa Ha HEKPOMNO/aTa, CeKaKo, Ke NPY>XU MHTEPECHN feMorpadcku,
KYNTYPHU, EKOHOMCKM U APYT BUL NapaMeTpu 3a XXUBOTOT U 06uYyanTe Ha HacesleHNeTo
0f, 0BOj pPervoH 0f HaBefEeHOTO BpPeMe.



