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Abstract: The spreading ofthe Roman cults in the region of Kumanovo was intensified with the
settling o fthe Roman army after its active service has beenfinished. The majority ofthese settlers was
composed o fsolders and liberated slaves comingfrom the eastern parts ofthe Empire, bringing along
the culticforms among which the Mithraism had the largest religious expansion, although the worship
ofthe deitiesfrom the Thracian and Graeco —Roman pantheons has also been documented.

However, despite the fact that the Romanization contributed to the permeation and spreading of
the Oriental mystical cults, the Romans were not their supreme carriers, but these were brought by the
liberated slaves serving at the customs and administrative offices in the provinces.

In the course o fseven centuries, between Alexander |11 o fMacedonia and Constantine the Great, the
Mediterranean civilization created afruitful soilfor the development o fnew religions.
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The conquering of Alexander, firmed by his Macedonian and Roman successors,
created a unique Mediterranean culture in a short period oftime, composed of different
nations, city - states and tribal alliances. The old forms of religious expression lost
their power, while Christianity, being a monotheistic religion, is one of the answers to
this question.

The region of Kumanovo was not an exception from this process. During the
Roman period the increase of the demographic density and the forming of the ethnic
heterogeneity lead also to religious diversity and the appearance of cults and religions
brought from different regions. In general this is mainly a result of the geographic
location of the region, where the main Central Balkan roads intersect and where two
large ethnical and cultural wholes mix together.

With the Eastern Roman conquerings the Oriental cults, brought by the army and
the Oriental slaves, begun spreading as early as the first waves of Romanization in the
regions of Republic of Macedonia. Mithraism received the largest religious expansion,
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but there are also visible traces of worshiping of the deities belonging to the Thracian
and Graeco - Roman pantheons. However, despite the fact that the Romanization
contributed to the permeation and spreading ofthe Oriental mystical cults, the Romans
were not the main carriers, but these were introduced by the slaves and the liberated
subjects ofthe customs and administrative offices in the provinces. The single exception
was the cult of Jupiter Dolichenus, accepted by the Roman army.

On this occasion we shall present a brief review over the several cultic forms
discovered in the region of Kumanovo, dating before the proclamation of Christianity
as an official religion in 313 with the Edict of Milan of Emperor Constantine.

1. Sacrificial altar from the village

of Pchinja:

This find originates from the
archaeological site of “Gradishte”,
located 1.5 km from the village, on the
left bank ofthe river Pchinja. It is a votive
ara with dimensions of 83 x 37 x 32 cm.
The Latin inscription in capital reads as
follows:

I (ovi) O (ptimo) M (aximo) / lvnoni reg
(inae) / Minervae /
P. Ael (ivs) Balli / sta eque (s)
Rom(anus) / a milit (iis)
Pro se su/ isqbue v (otum) s (olvit).

The inscription has a typically
military character and is dedicated
to the Capitoline Triad (Jupiter, Juno
and Minerva). The monument is very
significant because it originates from the
bordering regions between the provinces
of Moesia Superior and Macedonia i.e.
from one of the most important fortified
points in this part ofthe Kumanovo area.1 ~ Fig. 1- Sacrificial altar from the village of
It protected the route Scupi- Serdica with Pchinja
one military unit, most probably cohort,
which is mentioned on one burial stela.2

1 B.Dragojevi¢-Josifovska, Zrtvenik iz sela P&inje pozveéen Kapitolinskom trojstvu, Arheoloski
vestnik 31, 1980, 179-181;

2 The stela is located in the porch of the Church of Virgin Mary in the village of Studena Bara,
bearing an inscription which mentiones the Cohors | Thracum, dedicated to a centurion of this cohort.



Folia Archaeologica Balkanica 111, 2015 73

2. Lead icon from the village of Klechovce:

The icon was discovered during the archaeological excavations of 2001 on the site
of “Crkvishte” in the vicinity of the village of Klechovce. It represents an icon made
of lead tin with dimensions of 7.5 x 4.5 cm. It depicts mystical scenes belonging to the
cult of the Danubian Horsemen.3

Fig. 2 - Lead icon from the site of “Crkvishte”, village of Klechovce

The iconography of these plates contains scenes of the Mithraism, busts of Sol
and Luna, or Sol with quadriga, horsemen, lion, bird and the standard female figure
in the middle, most probably a goddess whose name and function remain unknown
at present. These plates originate from the workshops in Lower Pannonia and appear
in this region as a result of the communication frequency of the region. Here we are
dealing with one syncretised cult which can be dated from the 2rd- first half of the 4th
centuries AD .4

3 The plaque has been preserved in only one half with a mechanical damaging from the tillage of
the soil.

4 N.MNorknlA.JefaH [omonaHOCHKW LieHTap 3a M3pafly 0/10BHUX UKOHA MoAyHaBCKMX KOaHWKa,
CrapuHap XIX, beorpag 1969, 113 - 125;
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3. Burial stela from the site of “Odzirom”, village of Dobroshane:

This stela has the following dimensions, height of 132 ¢cm, width of 73 cm and
thickness of 25 cm. In the middle, on the fronton, a figure of a horseman is visible,
poorly preserved due to the crumbly stone structure. It is a representation of the
Thracian Hero, being a typical motif, especially in the eastern parts of the Empire
(provinces of Thrace, Macedonia, Moesia Superior and Inferior and Lower Dacia)
whose largest expansion occurs during the 2rd and 3rd centuries AD. The inscription
field is framed with a double profiled frame in which an engraved illegible inscription
can be identified.

The iconography of the
Thracian Hero originates from
the 6th century BC, but during
the Hellenistic period it became
more prominent and often
equated to Apollo, Dionysus,
Silvan or Darzaletes and
epithets such as lord, savior or
healer are ascribed to him. His
attributes are the following:
dog attacking a boar and a tree
with a coiled snake around it.
The figure itself is represented
in a peaceful posture, riding a
horse, with a cloak - chlamus.5
This epigraphic monument has
a funeral use, while its location,
near a river, adds the feature of
fertility through the water as a
fountain of life.6

Fig. 3 - Burial stela from the
site of ‘Odzirom”, village of
Dobrashane

5 H.Bynun6, AHTUYKM CMOMEHNLM Halle 3emsbe, beorpag 1941-1948; VcTtnoT: Tpayuku KokwaHuK, nac
CKA,CXVI (64), beorpag 1925,87-89; McTMOT:Tpayukn KOwaHUK 1 ApYyre KynTHe CANKE M3 aHTUUKOT
[06a, CnomeHnk XCY LU, beorpag 1941;

6 A.LlepmaHoBub-KysmaHoBub, KyntHu cnomeHuum Tpaukor Xepoca y bankaHCKMM 3em/bama,
30D, kw. VI/2, beorpag, 71-79;



Folia Archaeologica Balkanica 111, 2015 75

4. Sacrificial altar from the village of Dovezence:

The sacrificial altar has been discovered in the ruins ofthe Church of St. George e.qg.
“Stara Crkva” (“Old Church”), in 1988.7 1t is a sacrificial altar made of gray andesit
with dimensions of 70 x 54 x 48 cm.

Fig. 4 - Sacrificial altar from the site of “Stara Crkva” (“Old Church”), village of Dovezence

On the front side the engraved text is only preserved in parts. The edicula contains
the name of the supreme Thracian deity Zbelsurd or Zbeltiurdes, while the inscriptive
field has an engraved votive text dedicated to Catulus Munatianus. The inscription
reads:

(De) I Zbelsurdi SIL (....... ) / Catulus Munatia / nus
G (pr)o salu / te paren(tium) et/ fr(at)rum.

Today this sacrificial altar is inside the renewed church.

7 A.CtaHojeBuk, [Be Hegeve y Ctapoj Cpbuju, beorpag 1898, 130; B.Dragojevié-Josifovska,
Inscriptions de la Mésie Supérieure, Vol.VI Scupi e la Region de Kumanovo, Belgrade 1982,167(214);
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Fig. 5- Stone icon from the village of Tromegja

5. Stone icon from the village of Tromegja:

The icon was discovered as an accidental find in the vicinity of the village. It is
made of fine-grained white marble with the following dimensions: height of 33 cm,
width of 20 cm and thickness of 6 cm. Iconographically it represents a conventional
scene from the myth of Athena and Marsyas, in a peaceful, almost static composition
in which the local artist skillfully placed two frontal plans where Athena is in the front,
while Marsyas is in the back plan.8The goddess is depicted in a standing posture with
highly girded peplos and egida beneath the breasts, a helmet, rounded shield in the
left hand and beneath it a sacrificial altar with an owl over the right arm. Instead of
a spear, an olive branch is represented, thus giving Athena the attribute of a mistress
of the sacral olive whose origin is from the Middle East. Athena's figure is over-
dimensioned, especially in the parts of the head. The location of this find, close to the

8 K.Kenecku, [lBe mepMepHU KyNnTHU CAUKW of 36upkaTta Ha MpunencknoT mysej, Maced Acta
Archaeol. 5, Mpunen 1979, 55;
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area known as Kisela Voda (a mineral spring) near the village of Proevce, opens the
possibility to treat this icon as an inventory of some sanctuary with healing (iatrical)
and soteriological character, or to a thermal bath. We came to this conclusion having in
mind the possibility to locate the station Aqve noted in Tabula Teutingeriana.

The figure behind Athena's left shoulder is the Sylen Marsyas depicted with the
usual horns on his head, while in the mildly bent arms he holds a pipe recognizable by
its contours. This scene could be a copy of the Classical scene of Athena and Marsyas
made by the Greek sculptor from the Classical period, Myron, whereas it also appears
on the Late Antiques sarcophagi from Athens.9

The sacral significance of this cultic form leads us to two considerations. The first
is the appearance of Marsyas on the coins from Stobi dating from the reign of the
Emperor Caracalla and related to some local estate, villa rustica or praetorium fundi.
The second connects it to the healing (iatric) properties of Marsyas who healed through
dance and music.

Chronologically, according to the style, this icon can be dated in the middle of the
3rdcentury AD.

Fig. 6 - Ring from the site of “Drezga” near the
village of Lopate

6. Ring from the necropolis at the site Drezga near the village of Lopate:

The cultic form of the plaque of the ring contains a representation of a dove as a
substitute or an attribute of Aphrodite, protector of marriage and the house fireplace
and it is most probably an engagement ring. On the left side there is a representation of
a branch oftamarisk, while on the right side - the solar and limar symbols. This cultic

9 J.Burchardt,Griechische Kulturgeschichte, 111, Basel/Stuttgart 1978, 57.
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emanation is a reduced representation of the sanctuary of Aphrodite from Paphos at
Cyprus, which is pointed by the tamarisk which actually represents a transfiguration
of Myrrha or Smyrna, the daughter of the Cypriote King Cinyras who was a protégée
of Aphrodite. This cultic form is also contained in the Roman Imperial coins from
Cyprus.

Along with the remaining grave finds, the ring can be dated in the middle of the 3
century AD. It was made of silver and represents an import belonging to an owner with
a higher social status.10L

7. Mithras's sanctuary in the settlement of Derven near the village

of Biljanovce:

The remainings of a sanctuary dedicated to the Oriental deity Mithras have been
discovered on the right side of the local road Debreshte - Biljanovce on the north side
of the hill Krasta, in 1931.11

The Mithraistic sanctuaries were always built near springs of water, river banks
or streams, through which the role of the water as a fountain of life was accentuated.
These were modestly built with assets of the poor believers from the lowest social
strata (slaves, liberated slaves, low administrative officials or solders). The sanctuaries
were usually built by rocks or slopes, thus securing the necessary secrecy of this
mystical cult.

The Mithraeum in the village of Biljanovce has the following dimensions: length
of 10 and width of 5.40 meters oriented NW/SE. According to its architectural
characteristics it is identical with all known Mithraeums. On the south-eastern side
it has an atrium 2.5 meters long, through which staircases lead inside the crypt. In
the north-western part there is a slightly elevated apse, while the lateral sides were
elevated by built-in podia (pulpits) from which the believers followed the ritual. The
apsidal part contained a sacrificial altar around which, during the first excavations,
traces of a fire place and remains of animal bones were discovered. A profiled altar
made of limestone was discovered on this site, having a massive base on a plinth with
dimensions of 65 cm width and 37 cm length. On the front side there is an engraved
inscription DEL

Three relief iconographie representations have been discovered, made in stone,
having on their upper semicircular parts representations of the main cultic images
dedicated to Mithras's birth from the rock i.e. Mithras Petrogenus, wearing a Phrygian
heat on the head and carrying a sword and a torch in his hands. Large part of the
relief is filled with scenes dedicated to Mithras and Sol (their fight and feast for
reconciliation, a scene in which Sol is leading Mithras with a fiery coach into the realm
of immortality). The central scene contains the tauroctony (the fight between Mithras
and the bull) and the taurobolia (the killing of the bull). Underneath the entire scene

D F.HenkeljDie Rémischen Fingeringe der Reinlande und der Beanchbarten Gebiete,Berlin
1913,n0.96,108 f.f.; [.CpejoBn6-A.LlepmaHoBuk-KysmaHoBnll, PeyHMK rpuke v pUMCKe MUTOSO-
rnje,beorpag 1979,269; SNG Cop.Cyprus-Capadocia,89-90;

1 M.Kolcnil,Hosu Tparosu MutpuHor kyntay Jy>kHoj Cpéuju, TCHA Kk XIM,Ckonmbe 1933,1-10;
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Fig. 7- The sanctuary dedicated to Mithras and the stone icon from the site of “Derven”
near the village of Biljanovce

there is arepresentation of a snake as a chtonic symbol.22During the excavations on the
surrounding area, a statuette of Mithras and coins of Trajan Decius and Trebonianus
Gallus have been discovered.

In the western part ofthe region of Kumanovo, in the vicinity ofthe village of Lopate,
a stone plaque with an inscription dedicated to Mithras,13as well as a votive ara dedicated
to Apollonides, a customs officer in the stations Vizianum and Lamud(...) in 211, during
the reign ofthe emperors Caracallas and Geta, have been discovered. The votive ara has
been discovered in an apsidal construction, probably from a Mithraistic temple.

All cultic forms elaborated on this occasion point to the conclusion that the area of
Kumanovo was intensively settled by Roman veterans, which explains the presence of
a large number of countryside estates i.e. villae rusticae.

2 The architecture of the sanctuary, its disposition, interior elements and scenes on the reliefs
are evidenced in the results of the first archaeological excavations performed by M. Kokich in 1931.
Afterwards the remains of the sanctuary have been dislocated and damaged. At present only the barely
visible remains of the walls stand on the site. However, thanks to the location given by Kokich, near
a spring of water and the distance of the road, as well to my multi annual recognitions of the area, the
position can be accurately determined.

B H.Bynull,Cnomennk,CKA LXXVIfBeorpan 1934 6p.29,44.
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benewkn KoH HEKOJIKY KYNTHU KOHCTUTYL NN
o4 PUMCKMOT nepnoa B0 KyMaHOBCKO

Pe3nme

PumckuTe Kyntosum BoO KymaHoBCKaTa 061acT MHTEH3UBHO Ce LLIMPAT CO HacenyBame
Ha pumcKaTta BOjCKa Mo 3aBpLUYBaweTo Ha aKTUBHAaTa cnyxba. Toa ce, BO Hajronem
[en, BOjHUUM 1 ocioboaeHn poboBU 04 UCTOUHMTE NPOCTOPU Ha ViMnepujaTta, Kou co
cebe v foHene U KynTHUTE OPMU Of KOM HajronemMa peurnosHa ekcnaHsuja nman
MUTPaM3MOT, HO 3a6e/1IeXX/IMBO € M MoYNTYyBake Ha 60XecTeaTa Of TPaKUCKNOT U FPUKO
- PUMCKMNOT NaHTEOH.

Ho, 1 nokpaj Toa LWITO poMaHu3auunjaTa npuaoHena 3a NPoAnpare 1 MNiIpehe Ha
OpPWEHTANHUTE MUCTUYHWU KYNTOBWU, PUMjaHUTE He GU/e HUBHUTE rNaBHU HOCUTENMN,
TYKY Tue ce [JOHeceHW of ocnobofeHuTe poboBU, Ha CNyxba BO LaPUHCKUTE "
ynpaBHUTe CMy>X6W BO NPOBUHLMUTE.

Of oBa He 6una ucknyyeHa HUTYy KymaHosckara 061acT Kage BO pUMCKUOT Nepuog,
CO 3ronemyBare Ha Jemorpagckara ryctmHa ce jaByBa €THWYKA XETEPOreHOCT, WTO
[oBena u L0 PenurnosHa LapeHoIMKOCT BMA/MBA CO M0jaByBawbeTO Ha Ky/NTOBU U
PEeNUrnn LOHECEHWN O pa3UYHK NpocTopu. Toa, Npep cé ce LO/MKM Ha reorpagcekara
nonox6a Ha obnacta Kafe Ce BKPCTyBaaT rNaBHUTe LieHTPanHOGanKaHCKW MaTHU
npaBuM 1 Kafile Ce MeLaart AiBe MOroNeMm eTHUYKN U KYNTYPHU LeSIHN.

Co pvMCKUTE 0CBOjyBata Ha ICTOK Ha HaLIMTe MPOCTOPU Ce LWMPAT OPUEeHTaTHUTE
KyNTOBM YLUTE BO MPBWUTE [eHOBM Ha HMBHATa poMaHu3auuja, Koum 6une npeHeceHw
0f, BOjcKata M OpueHTanHUTe poboBW. Hajronema penurnosHa ekcnaHsnja uman
MUTPan3MOT, HO 3a0eNeXxIMBO € 1 NOYNTYyBake Ha 60roBuTe 04 TPAKUCKUOT U FPUKO -
PMMCKMOT NaHTeoH. Ho, 1 NOKpaj Toa WTo poMaHu3aLlmjata npuoHena 3a npoanpare
N WNPEHE HA OPVEHTaNHUTE MUCTUYHU KYNTOBU, PUMjaHUTe He Guie HUBHY FNaBHU
HOCUTeNW, TYKYy TWe Cce [AOHeCceHW of po6oBMTE U 0CMOGOAEHULMTE HA LLapUHCKUTE
N ynpaBHUTE CNyXO0M Ha NpoBuHUMUTE. VICKNYy4yoK 6WUN camo KynToT Ha JynuTep
[lonnxeH Koj ro npuaTuia puMcKara Bojcka.

OBfe Ke HanpasaM KyC OCBPT BP3 HEKO/IKYTe KY/ITHU KOHCTUTYLMKN KO Ce nojaBuse
B0 KymaHOBCKO, npej nporniacyBakbeTo Ha XpUCTUjaHCTBOTO. Toa ce:
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- XXpTBeHUK 0f ceno Muunkba - ce paboTun 3a BOTUBHA apa 0f 4nj HaTnuC ce rnesa
BOJHMYKMOT KapakTep, MOCBeTEH Ha KanuTonMHCKOTO TpojcTBO (JynuTep,
JyHOHa 1 MuHepBa);

- Osi0BHa MKOHa of nokanuTeToT LipkBMLWTE Kaj cesioTo Kneyosue, CO MUCTUYHM
CLEHV MOCBETEHN Ha KY/NTOT HA NOAYHaBCKUTE KOkaHNLMK,;

- Hapgrpo6Ha cTena opf nokanutetoT Wsupom Kaj cenoto [Job6poliaHe, 4uj
TUMMNAHOH COAPXW penjedpHa npertcraBa Ha TPaKUCKUOT KOHaHWK KOj € 4yecT
MOTVB, NOCEGHO BO UCTOYHUTE Aen0BU of PUMCKOTO LiapcTBo;

- XpTBeHuk og cenoto [oBe3eHue, NPOHajAeH BO YPHATMHUTE Ha cTapaTta LpKea
noceeTeHa Ha CcB. [opfu. Bo efuKynata e BpeXaHO MMETO Ha TPaKMCKOTO
BPXOBHO 60)KecTBO 36e/cypj, a BO HATMWCHOTO MONe, Moj Hero, BO HeLe/l0CHO
COYYBaHMOT TEKCT, BPEXaH e BOTMBEH TEKCT nocsBeTeH Ha Catulus Munatianus;

- KameHa MKOHa uuja penjehHa MKoHorpadguja ja cogpxu rpynata ATuHa BO
npefeH nnaH, BO LeN (PpoHTaseH cTaB co Mapcujac BO no3agmHaTta, Koja gpxm
Oy Ha fecHaTa paka 1 HaMecTo Konje BO /ieBaTa paka 4p>XW Mac/iMHOBa rpaHka,
CO Ky/iTHaTa KOHCTUTYUMja uMa NoBeKe penrno3Hn nopaku;

- [MpcTeH of Hekponosiata Ha nokanuTeToT [pesra Kaj cenoto Jlonarte, Koja BO
KyfnTHaTta KOHCTUTYLMja Ha Mnjoykata COAPXMW NpeTcTaBa Ha rynabuua Kako
cyocTuTyUMnja nnm atpnoyT Ha AgpoanTa, 3allTUTHUUYKA Ha 6pakoT U JOMALLHOTO
orHuMwTe. Ha fieBaTta cTpaHa e npukaxaHa rpaHka of TaMapukc, a of fecHara
CTpaHa Co/lapHMOoT M NyHapHMOT cumbon. OBaa Ky/nTHa eMaHalunja e pegyumpaHa
npeTcTaBa Ha CBETUNINWITETO Ha AdpoauTa of Madoc Ha Kunap, CAMYHO Kako
Ha uMnepujanHuTe MoHeTn of Kunap;

- XpamoT noceeTeH Ha MuTpa og mecHocTa [lepBeH Kaj cenoto busbaHoBue BO
ynmn octarouu, Bo 1931 roguHa, ce NpPoHajAeHN efeH XPTeHUK co Hatnuc DEI
M KaMeHa MKOHa CO KY/NTHW CLEHW NOCBeTeHM Ha MUTOT 3a Mutpa n Con u
LLleHTpanHara cLueHa co TaypoKTOHMjaTa u Taypobonujara.



