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The site of Isar in the vicinity of village of Marvinci, not far from Valandovo, is
well known in the Macedonian archaeological science. At this place traces of Doberos
are found, a Paionian town mentioned by Tukidides in connection with the Sitalces
campaign against Macedonia in the 429 B.C.1 As a town founded on the Paionian
territory in the Valley of Vardar (Axios) River, it had very long history. During
the classical period, when it became a part of Macedonian kingdom, it received
newcomers from the south who left cultural and spiritual traces of their presence.2
It is archaeologically attested that a new wave of settlers arrived during Hellenistic
and Early Roman time. Later, during the Roman time, it became an important town
which had connection with Roman imperial administration, information which is
epigraphically conformed.3 Certainly, the new investigations in the future will cast
more light on historic and cultural sense.

Long time ago, during the archaeological excavations on the site of Isar, traces of
Roman temple was discovered. (Fig. 1) Apart of inscription preserved on the front side
ofthe architrave:

“....MAKEAONIAPHON TON NAON TE MATPIAI
«.2INTTANTI TQ KOZMQ © K X ETET

informs us that the temple was erected by macedoniarchos, an important person and
member of Macedonian koinon, in 181 A.D. (Fig. 2)4Borka Josifovska, who studied
and published this inscription, concluded that the temple was dedicated to imperator
Commodus who identified himselfwith Heracles. According to Josifovska, two pieces

1 For the campaign of Sitalces and whole bibliography of Isar-Marvinci, see: V. Sokolovska:
htt:Kalamus.com.

2 For this subject see, B. CokonoBcka, ETanu Bo yp6aHMoT pa3Boj Ha rpagot [o6epoc, Maced,
actaarchaeol no. 21 (in print).

3 L. Kpctescku- 1. Bogo, 2006, 339, Cn. 4.

4Jocudposcka b.1965, 137-147.



64 Viktorija Sokolovska - When was the Roman Temple on Isar-Marvinci Built?

Fig. 1 Roman temple at Isar-Marvinci.

of marble legs (Fig. 3) found on the same site, belonged to the statue of Commodus.5
In the same time she pointed out that the inscription does not give information weather
our makedoniarchos built the new temple, or rebuild some older one.6

In the meantime some discoveries have been made which are directly connected to
our subject. Some years ago, on the same site in the vicinity of the temple, a marble
male head was found. (Fig. 4) Its face was completely damaged. In spite of that,
the beck side of the head is well preserved. The way of the modelling of the hair in
short curls, suggest early Roman time, more precisely, the style in which the members
of Julio-Claudian dynasty were portrayed. Beside of that, the size of the head, little
bigger than normal, suggests its identification with Heracles. So, with this head and
the legs mentioned above, we have enough data that the statue presented Heracles.7
This conclusion is connected with next find which appears as a crucial argument for

solution of our problem.
In the year 2010, during the excavations of the West cemetery on the Isar, a slab

is found as cover of grave No. 1905. This rectangular piece of yellow marble very

5 Jocudpoecka b. 1967,137, Fig. 2, 3; see also, Cokonoscka B. 1986, Fig. 8, 9.

6 Jocnosckab. 1965, 137 ff.

7 B. CokonoBcka, Hekonky Haogu BO TpkanesHa nnactuka of Wcap-MapsuHum, Maced. Acta
Archaeol. No. 21 (in print).



Folia Archaeologica Balkanica 11, 2015 65

fig. 2a (see the picture above) and fig. 2b (see the picture below) Inscription on architrave.

precisely framed, contains fine engraved inscription with very important Information
as follows:

HPAKAEI KAI TH TOAEI KAT EY

XHN TO ArAAMA KAI TON NAON

EK TQNIAIQN EMOIEI

M. TETTIOC POY®OC CTPATI

F’PAITQ CTEIPAC B KENTYPIAC

MAPKEAAEINOY

ETOYC ZKC.
From this we found out that Marcus Tetios Rufos made the temple and statue

of Heracles on its own expense and dedicated them to the town in 79 A.D. (Fig. 5).8

Idem.
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Fig. 3 Parts of marble legs of male statue.

Now, it become clear that the first temple in Doberos made in 79 A.D. was destroyed
by some natural catastrophe, most probably an earthquake, an occurrence known in
this region. But, the statue of Heracles survived the natural disaster and stood up
in front of the temple, from the time of its raising in the year 79 A.D. until the time
when the second temple was destroyed , most probably during invasion of Goths in
268 A.D. Later, in 181 A.D. our Makedoniarch reconstructed the older one and put his
dedication in the form inscribed text on the architrave.

When Josifovska published the inscription from the architrave, only two rows
of the steps from the temple were discovered. Later, when the whole building was
discovered, we could conclude that the temple built by our makedoniarch in 181 A.D.
belongs to the type of tetrastilosprostilos.9 1t is raised on seven steps made of white
stone. Several bases and capitels found in the vicinity show that it was built in lonian
style. Unfortunately, we do not know how the first temple which was dedicated to the
town by M. Tetios Rufos on his own expense, looked like. We can only imagine that it
was more modest, but, taking into consideration the fact that the type of his dedication
writhen on the slab which is ofgood quality, we can conclude that the temple was solid
building.

CokonosckaB. 1986, 101.
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Fig. 4 Marble head of Heracles. Fig. 5 Exvoto inscription of M. TetiosRufos.

After Goths' invasion in 267/68, when the town was devastated, the temple had
been repaired. But, very soon, its main role was changed and the building began to be
used for common needs of the citizens in dangerous and not peaceful times.

Theboth inscriptions say that the temple was dedicated to the town, but, unfortunately
the name ofthe town is not mentioned. Weather the town on Isar-Marvinci is Idomenai
as Josifovska thought, or Doberos as the author of this article thinks, will remain
uncertain until new epigraphic evidence.

For this occasion, as an article dedicated to Dr. ElicaManeva, we chose the subject
of this paper to emphasise the importance of the information we obtain from the
excavation atIsar-Marvinci. Thatis information which gave precise date for construction
of one very important building as well as the precise date of its destruction. That is
very important moment which fulfil the picture of the historical development of one
ancient town in Macedonia.

0 For the question of identification of the town as Doberos or ldomeneat Isar-Marvinci, see:
CokonoBsckaB. 1986, 139.



68 Viktorija Sokolovska - When was the Roman Temple on Isar-Marvinci Built?

Kora e nsrpafileH pMuMCKMOT Xpam
Ha Ncap-MapBuHUN?

Pe3nve

KoracBoeBpemeHO 6GeLle KOHCTaTpaHo NoCTOeH e HaXpaM Hallcap Kaj c. MapBuHLMK,
MaKe[OHCKaTa apXeosiollKa Hayka ce 34001 co MH(OpMauunja geka Ha /IoKaIuTeToT
nexkaT ocTatouyn of 3HayaeH aHTUYKM rpad. Of HAaTNMCOT COYYBaH Ha apxuTpaBHaTa
rpega Koja My npunarana Ha 06jeKToT, Npoy4yeH u 06jaBeH o4 b. JocuoBcka, ce pasbpa
[eKa XxpaMoT ro nogurHan efieH MakeoHNjapx Ha cBojaTa TaTKOBMHaA, LUTO 3HAYM LeKa
[apofaBeLoT NOTeKHyBas 04 rpagoT Ha Vcapot. lNpuToa, BO HATNMUCOT € HaBELEHO
[eKa XxpamoT e n3rpageH so 181 rog. Bo KOMeHTapOT KOj ro cnefelle 06jaByBawheTo Ha
HaTnucoT, JocnhoBCKa JofaBa AeKa rognHaTa Kora e nogurHat xpamoT ce coBnafa co
BPEMETO Ha BfiafleereTo Ha puMcKnoT uap Komog. OBaa OKOJIHOCT ja MMa HaTepaHo
JocuhoBcKa ABeTe nNapyMma Ha HO3e 04 MepMepHa cTaTtya, HajaeHU HenocpefHo Ao
XpamorT, fa rv npunulle Ha ctaTya Koja ro npukaxysana umnepatopoT KomoT, 0gH. Ha
Xepak/ie Koj, Kako LITO e N03HaTo, Ce NOUCTOBETYBa/ CO OBOj MUTCKMU jyHaK. Bo ucto
Bpeme, bopka JocudoBcka 3abenexa feka BO TEKCTOT Ha HATMNMCOT He e KaXaHo fJanu
ce paboTu 3a u3rpagba Ha HOB Xpam UM € 06HOBEH HEKOj MocTap, KOj BO MefyBpeme
6un cpyLleH.

Bo TekoT Ha MckonyBsakarta WTOo Cfefea HapejHWUTe roAuHKN, A0j4e 4O OTKpUBahe
Ha HOBYM HAOAM 3a KOW Ce MUCMOCTaBM AeKa CTojaT BO AUPEKTHA BPCKa Co npobiemor,
nosp3aH CO HawuoT xpam. EfgHa MepmepHa rfnaea, HajAeHa Npu MCKoMyBakata Ha
OKOJTHMOT NMPOCTOp, BepyBaMe AeKa npunara Ha cTaTya Ha Xepakne. HejsuHoOTO nnue e
Hamno/HO OLUTETEHO, KaKo Noc/iefuLia Ha HAMEepPHO YHULITYBake, HO 06/IMKYBakheTO Ha
KocaTa HaBeCTyBa KBa/IMTETHO [e/i0 Of BPEMETO Ha jynno-KnayanesckaTa AUHacTuja.

KoHeuHo, B0 2010 rog., Bp3 M'po6 1905, oTKpMeHa e nao4va BO CEKyHAapHa yrnoTpeba
Ha Koja, BO npeun3Ho npodunaumpaHa pamka, e UcnuwaH rpuykm TekcT. Of HeroBaTa
CoAp>XMHa ce fo3HaBa feka Mapk Tetuj Pyt co concTBeHU cpefcTBa NoAUrHan xpam
N ctarya Ha Xepakne v rv nogapun Ha cBojoT rpaf. OHa WTO e 0CO6EeHO BaXKHO e
roguMHaTa ucnuwaHa Ha nno4vara. Toa e 79 rof. Kora oBoj HacTaH ce ogurpan.

[a 3aknyunme. Of rope, HaKyCOM3/I0XXEeHOTO CTaHyBa jaCHO AeKa NpBMOT Xpam Ha
Ncap-MapsuHum e nogurHat og M. Tetuj Py Bo 79 rog. 3HauMTenHo nofouHa, BO
181 rof. of cTpaHa Ha efiHa 3HayajHa TMYHOCT, MakefloOHUjapX, Y1eH Ha MaKeOHCKNOT
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KOVMHOH, Ha UCTOTO MECTO € NOAUTHaT hob Xpam. Toa 3Hauu feka BO MefyBpemMe, NpBu-
0T XpaM HacTpagjas, HajsepojaTHO, 0f 3eMjoTpec. Ha BakBa MOXHOCT HaBeAyBaaTt HU3a
e/1eMEHTM KON Ce KOHCTaTMpaHu Ha MnoBeKe 06jeKTu, jocera OTKpMeHU BO rpagoT. Ho,
cTaTyarta Ha Xepakne ja npexwuseana NpupogHarta katactpoda v cToena NokKpaj xpa-
MOT Of, BpEMETO Ha NoAuraweTo Bo 79 rof. na 40 BPEMeTO Kora e cpylueH BTOPUOT
XpaM, HajBepojaTHO, 3a BpeMe Ha Hae3faTta Ha [foTuTe, BO 268 rog.

Bo cnyyajoB co HawuoT xpaMm Ha WcapoT - MapBuHUW, pacrnonarame co peTka
OKOJIHOCT fa 6buaeme npeums3Ho M3BECTEHMN 3a BPEMETO KOra efleH 06jeKT e nogurHat
M KOra e cpylweH. [lgaTa HaTnuca CNoMHyBaaT MocBeTa Ha rpagoT HO, 3a Xas, He ro
HaBeflyBaaT Herosoto ume. [lanu BO KYNTypHUTE C/I0EBU Ha VIcapoT fiexkaT ocTaTouu
oL, VipomeHe, Kako LITO CBOeBpeMeHO nomucnysalle bopka Jocuoscka, unm [o-
6ep, Kako LITO CMeTa aBTOPOT Ha 0BOj TPy, Ke OCTaHe Ausema 40 HOBU enurpacku
notepaun. OBOj 3Ha4yaeH MOMEHT Of uctopujata Ha rpagoT Ha Wcap - MapBuHum, ro
N3N10XXMBME BO 0BOj TPYA Kako nocseTa Ha A-p Envua MaHesa.
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