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Aparvia 34paBKOBCKM

KyntoT Ha TonemaTta Majka
BO HEO/NIUTOT Ha MakefioHUja

Y[OK: 903.26:730.041(497.7)"634” Myz3ej Ha MakefoHuja
Kypuucka 6.6., Ckonje
dragicez@yahoo.com

Co mojoT noymTyBaH npodecop Bepa Butpakosa po3faHoBa UCKPeHO
copabotysam Hag 30 roguMHu. Mako HejsSMHMOT Npo)ecnoHaneH UHTepPeC e aH-
TUYKNOT Nepnos, a MOjoT e HEOIMTOT BO MakefjoHMja, N0A0/Y Ke Ce OCBPHAaM Ha
HajAOMWHAHTHWOT KY/NT BO NpencTopujata, KyntoT KoOH Nonemata Majka. Tok-
My npotecop B. ButpakoBa 'po3gaHoBa, KAKO eMWUHEHTEH UCTpaxyBsad, npsa
yKaXxa Ha KOHTUHYMUTETOT BO NOYMTYBaweTO Ha KyNTOT Ha Fonemata Majka of
npeucrtopujata A0 aHTUKata. iMeHo, NpoyyyBajKu ja penurnjata u ymeTtHocTta
BO aHTM4YKa MakegoHuja, Taa rm NUCTakHyBa ... aBTOXTOHUTE BepyBawa -
TOT KOH nnogHOCTa Ha 3emjaTa ... (yWwTe 04 HEONUTCKO Bpeme)...10cobeHO
yKaxxyBa Ha BpCKUTe nomery KynToT Ha 6oxuuata Knbena n Nonemara Majka.

HajMapkaHTHa nojasa BO HEONUTOT Ha MakefoHuja, BO AH3aberoso-spLu-
HMYKaTa n BenywKo-nopoguHcKaTa KyTypHa rpyna, Ce XXpTBeHULNTE 04 TUNOT
Monema Majka. [enosu unn parMeHT of LUMANHAEPOT U KyKaTa ce HaofaHu
BO Benywko-nopoanHckata n AH3aberoBo-BpliHMYKaTa KynTypHa rpyna. lNe-
NnaroHNUCKKUTe ce NoJobpo No3HaTKM BO Hay4yHaTa jaBHOCT, A04€eKa BTOpUTE camo
AenyMHO. Hukoralw oBaa KaTeropuja nnactuka, of fiBeTe rpynu, He 6una pasrne-
AyBaHa 3aefHo.

MpBuTte aptedakT BoO AH3aberoBo-BplIHNUYKATA rpyna ce HajaeHun BO UC-
TpaxyBawaTta Ha Pyr baup Bo 1970 rog. Toraw ce OTKPUEHMW TpW (hparMeHTH
0/ 0Baa CKynnTypa. Toa ce fen of AHOTO U SUAOT Ha KyKaTa-nocTaMeHTOT, N0f10-
BMHa 0f KanakoT Ha LWMHAEPOT CO AynKa u pparMeHT of NPCTUTe Ha pakaTta
0L NOKpPMBOT.2B0 Toa BpeMe uctpaxysayot, B. CaHeB, N03HaBajKu ro matepuja-
not of MenaroHuja, cocema KopekTHO nomucnun: Cnopes 3avyyBaHUoT fAen 04
OCHOBaTa Ha Koja ce HaofaaT ocTaToumn 04 TpuaronHu oTBopwK, ce Neda geka
CcTaHyBa 360p 3a 06/IMK WTO MHOTY NOTCeTYBa Ha XXPTBEHUUNTE BO 06/MK

1B. butpakoBa I'po3gaHoBa, 1999, Penurnjata u yMeTHOCTa BO aHTMKaTa BO MakefoHuja,
Ckonje.

2B. CaHes, 1976, HeonutckaTa Hacenba Pyr banp Kaj ¢. FopobuHum, 360pHMK Ha LLTun-
CknoT HapogeH mysej 1V-V, 203-246, T. X1V, cn. 3-5.
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HaKyKa, KakBu LWTO ce HajaeHun Bo MopoanH n Benywka Tym6a.3 OBoj npume-
POK € HajfeH BO CNnojoT 3 KOj cTpaTurpackn oaroeapa Ha AHzabel oso I,
OAHOCHO Ha MOYEeTOKOT Ha CPeAHNOT HeoNNT.43a npB naT LEen0CHO COYYBaH,
e OTKpueH Bo Tymba Mayapu, kyKa 1 B0 1981 roa.508B0j npumepok (cn. 1), co
CBOUTE MMMpPecuBHN gumeHsum og 0,39 M BMCUHA, KnacnyHaTa CMUpeHa nosa Ha
N3HWKHYBakwe 0f KyKaTa U BOeJHO 6jeetbe HafL HEj3SUHUOT MUP U OTHULITE, ja
npaBu OBaa TepakKOTHa NpeTcTaBa eKCKNY3nBHa. Taa Ke CTaHe rnaBHaTa HUTTKA
WTO ro NnoBp3yBa AYXOT HA YOBEKOT 0CO6EHO Of CPefHUOT HEONUT BO CeBepHa
MakegoHuja. Ha umnnHpepoT Hag ounTe, co KaeHa 60ja e HaHeCceHa Koca BO
BMA Ha WUWWKN. Taa Ha 3a4HMOT fAen e NAacTUYHO NpMKaxaHa u cobpaHa. Bo
MOAOLHEXHNTE UCTPaXyBaka OTKPUEHW Ce U APYTX hparMeHTn Of LUANHAPUTE
M KyKaTa Co pa3/iMyHn AUMEH3UN 1 hpu3ypu. Hekon ce NnNacTMUYHO M3BajaHuU Cco
apo, Apyrvu camo HarnaceHu co BpexyBawe. BoonwTo, ppusypute 36opysaat
3a N3BOHpeAHO 6oratata Moja Ha HEO/IMTCKAaTa XXeHa. CuMTe MO3HaTW NPUMEPO-
UM MMaaT pas3inyeH TpeTMaH Ha o4YnTe. Hekou ce co 3aTBOPEHU 04U, HEKOU CO
MONYOTBOPEHU, APYTU CO LWMPOKO OTBOPEHU. JTnuaTta Ha umnuHgpute og Menaro-
HMja MUMaaT TpuaronHa opma n acoympaat Ha macku (cn. 13,16). Mpumepouyn-
Te 04 HawaTa rpyna umaart Manky noseke peanunsam. OCo6eHO NPUMEPOKOT 04
Tymb6a ManunwTte BO TOj nornef OTCKOKHYyBa of cute apyru (cn. 10). Hekou
npumepoun Ha Monemata Majka umaaT CAMKApPCKW AOCAMKW, MHTEPBEHLMN CO
upBeHa 60ja, MAEHTUYHA CO 60jaTa Ha CAIMKaHaTa KepaMmuka (cn. 6). LlunuHapute
6une mogenmpaHn OKONy e4HO APBO WTO Ce rneAa no oTMCOLMUTE Ha MOTONEMUOT
6poj unanuHgpun. OBOj TUN XPTBEHUK € N3paboTyBaH BO Pa3InyHN rOIEMUHNU - Of,
Hajmanu, caMo feceTMHa CaHTUMeTpK, O CNOMeHaTaTa co peyucu 40 CM BUCUHA.
Tpeba ga ce CNOMeHe M efleH ClyvyaeH HaoA4 Ha MapKaHTHO M3BajaHa, BO NMPUPOL-
Ha ronemuHa rnasa Ha XxeHa (cn. 3). /InueTo e paMmHO CO BpeXaH, NNacTUYHO
N3BEAEHMN 04N U HOC, a ycTa HemMa. ®PpusypaTa € co NnacTuuHu gnabokun 6pasgu
-NneTeHKKN, cobpaHu Ha efHaTa cTpaHa BO KOK. 3acera octaHyBa 6€3 COOBETHM
aHanoruyM n ocTaHaTy Hay4YHU MHGpopMaynmn.6

dunnocockata naeja 3a npa - poguTenkarta, of Koja 3anovyHyBsa Cce, e Npuka-
XaHa Kako efeH LWUAMHAEep CO OCHOBHMTE aHTPOMOMOP(PHM KapaKTePUCTUKWU:
04U, HOC, 4eCTO HEMA YCTa, PeTKO NMpuUKaxXaHu rpagun u nanok, paue co 6enesnum
WTO LBPCTO CTOjaT Ha KyKaTa-04HOCHO ja gpXaT (MpuMKaxaHa Kako HenpaBuaHa
KoukacTa popma), co pa3Hu hopMuM Ha OTBOPM 3a MPO30puUKn. VMima npumepoum
Ha LHOTO Ha OCHOBaTa Ha KyKaTta co gynka (mpumepokoT og Tymba MopoaunH)
(cn. 14) Koja BepTMKANHO KOMYHMLMPA CO OTBOPOT BO CpeAauHata Ha LWAUH-
fAepot. Moxebn Toa e KOMyHUKaLmMjaTa Ha 3eMjaTa U He60TO. MpPpUMepPOKOT of
Llepje - ToBpneBo e BO n3MuHaT rpasuamnTeT (cn. 8).7EaeH npumepok og Tymba

3lbid., 221.

41bid., 225.

5B. CaHes, 1981, Heonutcko ceetunuwte of Tymba Bo ¢. Mayapu, Ckonje (hongep og
n3noxobara).

6. 3ppaBkoscku, 2005, MpanctopucknTe gamn of MakefoHuja, Kat. eguHuua 41, Ckonje.

7M. bun6uja, 2005, MpancTopucknTe gamun of MakefoHuja, KaT. eguHumua 46, Ckorje.
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Nonema Majka: 1-7, nok. Tymba - Mauyapu
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Mauyapmn Bucok 31,5 cm Hema paue, HO KyKaTa e 0C06eHO MapKaHTHa BO OfHOC
Ha UMnuHAepoT v nuueto (cn. 4). 3aT0a, HMN Ce YNHU [eKa Kaj 0BOj NMPUMEPOK
JOMUWHMpa KyKaTa Haj aHTponocoT. Ha oBa acoumnpaat u NnoBeKeTo OTBOPMK Ha
suposuTe. OBa e cnyyaj u Bo lNenaroHuja u 3atoa cMeTame Aeka 0BOj nMpume-
poOK e nocTap oA Ao6po no3HaTMOT of KyKa 1 oa 1981 roa. MpumepounTe ce co
pasnnyHa roneMuHa - og Hajmannot og Tymb6a Mpwesuyn co 14 cm (cn. 11), Tywm-
6a Mayapu 39 cm n 34 cm (cn. 1,4), 4o pparMeHTV 04 KOU MOXe fa TM HaceTume
ronemuTte pasmepu. TakoB e efeH pparMeHT o4 uunuHgep og Tymba Mayapu
CO rofieMu gmmeHsnm og 15 cm (cn. 6). CANYHN LUMEH3NN MUMa U MTPUMEPOKOT
oa Tymba Yaup, Koj e cnyyaeH Haofd 1 3a Xan camo BO hparMeHTuU. Mefy HuB
co y6aBMHaTa Ha YMETHUYKM M3BajaHaTa Koca MUCnieTeHa BO [BOjHAa N/eTeHKa
n haTteHa co urna ce U3LBojysa NpumepokoT og Tymb6a Mayapu. Ha yenoTo ce
HaCNMKaHW HEXHW MWTTTKM CO LpBeHa 60ja, HOCOT e MaJl, OYMUTEe CaMO BPEXAHMW.
NcTo Taka 3acny>ysa BHUMaHWe U NpuMepoKoT of Tymba ManunwTe (cn. 10).
Toj ce pa3nnMKyBa 0f CUTe [OCera no3HaTv NpuMepoLn, Kaj KoM 04nTe ce camo
BpeXaHun unu 6naro HarnaceHu. OBOj NPUMEPOK MMa NAACTUYHWU UMMNPECUBHU
o4n. 3eHuUuUaTa e NNacTUYHO M3BajaHa, cTaBeHa BO y6aBo 6agemMecTo OKO, Ynu
Kanmauu 3aBpliyBaaT BO Ao0Jfira njacTu4yHa fIMHMja, KOja OoCTaBa BMe4vyaToOK Ha
NVHKNja o WMNHKa. Bo Tymba CTeH4Ye noKpaj cnoOMeHaTUOT pparMeHT oA noc-
TapuoT HEONUT, BO CPeAHOHEONUTCKUOT C/I0j Ce HajaeHN HEKONKY PpparMeHTn
O UMAMHAEP W Of4 KyKa. Ha efjeH npumMepoK oA UUAMHAEP KOocaTa e M3BajaHa
KaKO KPYXHW NeneHKN anamumpaHmn co BTUCHYBawe Of NPCTUTe Ha MajcTopoT.
Kako n kaj cute npumepoun, haktyparta e rpyba n HenpeyncTeHa, BajaHa 0Kony
e4HO APBO Of KO€e € oCcTaHaT MO3MTMBEH OTNEYaToK.

Bo MenaroHuja of KOpNycoT Ha Ky/nTHaTa MaacTWKa, HajBnevyaTt/iMBu ce
AHTPOMOMOP(PHUTE LUANHAPYW WITO Ce AENI0BU O XXPTBEHUKOT onemara Maj-
ica. BajaHn ce BO pa3fiMyHa rosieMmHa, of e4HOCTaBHW, CO CTPOro CTUAM3Upa-
HW 1 WemMaTn3npaHu, 40 NONAACTUYHO WU CO PeaJIMCTUUYKNU NPUKaXaHN Kapak-
TepucTukun. M3paboTyBaHn ce Ha UAEHTUYEH HAYUH Kako U BO AH3aberoso -
BpWHMYKaTa rpyna. o npoHaofaweTo BO ceBepHa MakejoHuja ce cmMeTaa 3a
KapakTepucTuMyHa crneundpuka Ha Benyw ko - nopognHCKarTa HEONUTCKa rpyna
KOja nokpaj ApyTuTe ja oagenyBa Kako noce6bHa rpyna. EgHa npognabouyeHa
aHanu3a Ha 0BMe YMETHUYKW HAjUMMPECUBHU fena Ke MOKaXe MHOIY MHTCPCCHU
MOMEHTU. HeKon of NUKOBUTE MMaaT OTBOPEHU OYM CO MOrnef Ha Hajaneky.
[pyrv ce co 3aTBOPEHU 0UYM NPUKaXaHN camo Kako nnHuja. TpeTu nmaat nony-
OTBOpPeHM oun. Ha npumepokoT o Tym6a Moruna (cn. 9), co n3paseHa rpayun-
HOCT ¥ efneraHymja ycrata e cobpaHa u 3aeffjHO CO CpameX/IUBUOT MoOraes aco-
uupa primo bachio. Co Toa yMeTHMKOT ycnean ga NpuKaxe efeH W3BOHPEAHO
EMOTMBEH MUT, KAKO Ha NMPUMep CPaMeXx/IMBOCT Ha Maja fLeBOjKa. Ycrarta Kaj
HeKOM NpumMepouu e BpexaHa nocnabo, kaj gpyrvn nonspaseHa. Kaj egeH npu-me-
pok of Tymb6a Mayapu, kKako fa e Bo nnady. OBue efleMeHTN MOXebu ce OCHO-
BaTa 3a ofpefyBakeTo Ha ynoTpebaTa Ha OBUE XXPTBEHULN.

CmeTam fgeka KyntoT Ha [onemarta Majka e oHaa 31aTHa HMLWKA Koja e
HajBaxHa BO U34BOjyBatkeTO Ha ABeTe rpynu, HO U NOTeHUUpaweTo Ha 3aen-
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lonema Majka: 8. nok. Llepje - FoBpneso, nok. Moruna, 10. nok. Tymba -
ManHnwTe, 11. nok. Tymba - Mpwesym, 12. nok. Tymba - CTeHHe



58 Oparnwa 3apaBkoBcku - KyntoT Ha Monemata Majka ...

HUYKNTE BpegHocTM. Cé WITO e KaxaHo 3a KepaMukaTa U Kepamorpagujarta e
3HayajHo. MNMoHeKoraw T0a Ce rnaBHUTe MOLHW TPEHAOBU WITO MM UMa Ha efHa
nowmnpoka Teputopuja. Toa 0BO3MOXYBA HayuyHO fa Cce feduHupaaT KynTyp-
HUTE KOMNEKCU8N KYyNnTypHUTe 6n10K0BM9. Bo aBeTe rpynu e eBUAEHTHO Npucyc-
TBOTO Ha aHTPOMNOMOP(HUTE LUAMHLPW KAKO LeN0oBU Of XPTBeHuun. Toa ce
WwemaTtu3MpaHn U CTUIN3NPAHN NPETCTAaBM Ha XXeHa NocTaBeHW Ha efleH nocTa-
MeHT KOj BO AH3a6eroBo - BplWHMYKaTa rpyna e Kksagap, Bp3 Koj ctou Fonemara
Majka. 3Haun XXPTBEHUKOT € COCTaBEH 0f ABa eneMeHTn, YoBek, Majka n Kyka,
orHMwTe. YecTo mmamMe BnevyaTokK feka Taa M3HUKHYBa of KyKaTta. Bo losp-
neBo Majkata e npetcTaBeHa BO MOOAMWHAT FpaBUAUTET, WTO YyWTe NoOBeKe
36opyBa 3a Toa fAeka ce paboTu 3a XpTBeHULMN M3paboTyBaHW 3a 0BOj AOMM-
HaHTeH KynT BO oBaa rpyna. Cute nmaaT 04u, HOC, KOca CO pa3nmyHa hpusypa,
paLe co ronemmn 6enes3nuyn, HajBepojaTHO Of LIKOMKW KaKBW LITO Ce HajAeHU BO
ncTpaxyBamwaTa Ha OKANNUTETUTE, U NanoK. Toj e BaXeH feTan, TOj e BpckaTa
Ha Majkata M HOBOPOJEHYETO, TOj € BCYLWHOCT XXWBOTOT 3a Hero. Kako wTo
KakaBMe BO npeTcTaBuTe of AH3aberoBo - BpWHMYKaTa rpyna fomuHupa Maj-
KaTa - aHTPONOreHunoT fen.

Bo Benywko - nopoAuHcKaTa rpyna goMuHuUpa KyKaTta. BoonwTo Taa e
MHOTY NopeanuCcTUYKM NpUKaxKaHa of HOBeKOT. TOj e caMO CTU/IM3MPaH, YeCcTOo
noTceTyBa Ha Macka. lNpukKaxaHn ce camO0 OCHOBHWUTE CTUAU3UPAHU U LIEeMa-
TU3MPaHU KOHTYpU. Hema pusypun n y6asu oun. PasrnegyBaHu BO KOHTEKCT Ha
LeNMoT KOPMYC Ha XPTBeHUUN of rpynata (KyKa-oCHOBa CO OTHULITEe, BUCTUH-
CKa KyKa, KyKn 6e3 noKpuB camM0 CO CTPaHWYHWUTE SUA0BU HA BUCOKMN NMOCTAMEH-
TV - HO3e, MOTOAa XefKaTa Kako KyKa), jacHO e fieka BO Benylwko-nopogmMHckara
rpyna taa gomMumHupa Hag AHTponocoT. Bo couno - aHTpononowWwKa cMucna toa
3Hayun [fBeTe rpynu umaart 3aefJHUUYKM NpPanoyeToOK UNU reHesa.

Tpeba fa ce NnoTceTUMe feKa 0BOj KY/NT He € eKCKY3UBUTET CaMO Ha Heo/ln-
TOT BO MakegoHuja. KyntoT KOH Majkata e HajcTapuoT U HajpaliupeHunoT
KynTt. Toa ce Jo6p0o No3HaTUTe HEONUTCKM NpeTcTaBn Ha MajkuTe of Xayunap
n Yatan Xujuk so AHagonuja,l0 Ceckno n AumnHun Bo Tecanuja, CtapyeBo u
BuHuya Bo LleHTpaneH bankaH. OBUue XPTBEHULM CMeTaMe [eKa Ce rnaBHara
KapakTepucTnka Ha HEONIMTCKUTE KYNTYPHWU rpynu Bo MakefoHuWja, 6uaejkun ro
n3pasyBaar LyXOT Ha HEONUTCKUOT 4YOBeK. Mako KaxaBMe [eKa npeTcTaBuUTe
Of ABeTe HaWwW rpynu ce CAMYHU WA MMaaT pas/inku, Mmopa Aa ce CMeTa Ha UCT
npanoyeToK, OAHOCHO KopeH. MpeTcTaBuTe of Benywko - nopoAgnHcKaTta rpyna
Kako noctapu, ja HagMuHane ¢asata Kora YoBeKOT AOMUHMUPan. HeoNMTCKMoT
yoBeK of lMenaroHunja ja chaTnn ynorata Ha KyKaTa, OFTHUWTETO U Hej3nHaTa
TOM/MHA BO OAPXYBakeTO Ha CEMejCTBOTO M Herogata 6narococTtoj6a nm fo06-
po6buTt. Bo 0BOj Npunor ogun v XpTBeHUKOT of Tymb6a CTeHYe KOj e nob6nnsy
no dhmnocoujata Ha MenaroHUCKMOT Kpyr (cn. 12). Toa e XXPTBEHUK KOj npeT-
cTaByBa nocrtapa popma Ha npa - naejata 3a Fonemara Majka Kako 4yyBap Ha

8A. Benac - M. GaraSanin - D. Srejovi¢, 1979, PJZ 1l, 635-667, Sarajevo.
9X. Togpoposa, Bancos V., HoBokameHHaTa enoxa B benrapun, Codgun 1993, 71.
DJ. Mellaart, 1976, The Neolithic of the Near Est, London.
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Fonema Majka: 13-15. nok. Tym6a - MopoauH, 16-17. nok. Tymb6a OnTuyapu
18. nok. Bpb6jaHcka Yyka, 19. nok. N'opes Pug - Cysogor,
20. nok. Tymba - jobpomupu
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KyKaTa u ceMejcTBOTO. HeroeaTa (popma e eHOCTaBHa, efjleH UMAnHAep nocTa-
BEH KaKO OLlaK Ha efeH YeTBPTeCT [en WTO npeTcTaByBa KyKa. M3paboTeH e
of rpyba 3emja u nmevyeH Ha BUCOKa Temnepatypa, BUCOK 25 cM. Ha cTpaHuTe
ce HaofaaT Mo fBa YeTMpuarosiHXU OTBOpPKU 1 aBa co popma Ha 6ykBaTta M. OBOj
XPTBEHMK MO CBOjaTa e4HOCTABHOCT W COBPLUEH W3raef ynatysBa Ha nomucna-
Ta feka ce paboTu 3a KYNTEH XPTBEHUK WITO € npa - N0OYEeTOK Ha YMeTHUYKaA
peanusaumnja Ha cTtapaTa naeja 3a Majkata Kako HajBaXXeH M OCHOBEH KY/NT HU3
JONTUTE MUNEHUYMUN Ha nMpauctopujaTta. LlennoT maTtepujan of noctapuoT Coj
nMa LUPEKTHU aHanorum co Benywko - nopognHckarta rpyna. Bo AH3aberoso -
BPLWHWYKaTa rpyna cute NpeTcTaBu ce Of CPefleH HEONUT KOra Ha YOBEKOT MY Ce
faBana JOMWHaHTHa ynora. OBaa cocToj6a Ke NpogO/IXKN U BO JOULHNOT HEOJINT.
MHory 6numcka npetcraBa o huaocoumjaTa Ha HalMTEe XXPTBEHMLLM € NpUMepo-
KOT oA bapusmbeso, gatupaH Bo BuHya-Topgow . HUoBeKOT e npuKaxaH Kako
Cefun Ha CTo/ive, HO CTPAHUYHO NOrfefHaTo Ce YAHM [eKa e CefHaT Ha JOMOT,
KyKaTta.ll OBoj reorpadcknm opganeyeH Haog on FopHOBapAapCKUOT PEruoH,
BPEMEHCKMW € 3aflouHeTa MaHuecTaymnja Ha CoLNOo - EKOHOMCKUTE MPOMEHUN KOU
BeKe ce n3BpweHun B0 MakegoHuja. loMmrHalumjaTa Ha maTpmnjapxaToTt ro n3ryom
npuMaToT U BeKe ce mHcTanupa natpujapxator. Co Toa 3aBpllyBa NpegmcTo-
PUCKMOT KYNT KOH MajkKaTa, KyKaTa u cemejcTBOTO. Ho, ngejata npofonxysa
fa XXuBee U BO MOAOLHEXHUTE MEepuoLn BO erejckMoT CBeT Kora ce gepuHu-
paaT HOBM 60XXecTBa CO 0OBME (DYHKLMWN KOW Ce, KAKO LWITO KaXaBMe npegMeT Ha
ncTpaxyBake Ha npodecop B. butpakosa Npo3gaHoBa.2

The Cult of the Great Mother in the Neolithic Age in
Macedonia

Summary

The most dominant cult in the Neolithic Age in the Republic of Macedonia is the
cult ofthe Great Mother. Artistic depictions in terracotta have been discovered in nume-
rous settlements of the two most dominant groups, those of Anzabegovo-Vrsnik and
Velusina-Porodin. This cult links the two cultural groups and provides a possible an-
swer concerning the genesis ofthe Anzabegovo-Vrsnik group. The cult is the spiritual
expression of the man who tilled the land and lived off its produce and the results his
labour yielded. This type of altar is conceived and modeled in two parts. The first is
a house shown realistically, as in the specimen from Tumba Porodin, or geometrized,
as in most of the specimens. A hollow cylinder with plastically depicted face, breasts,
navel and hair in different styles stands on top of the house. Most of the specimens
from Pelagonia are without arms. Only one specimen from Tumba MadzZari has been
discovered in the Anzabegovo-Vrsnik group. All other specimens have arms, often de-

L M. GaraSanin, 1979, op. cit., T. XXXIM, 1
PB. butpakosa ['po3gaHoBa, 1999, op. cit.
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corated with bracelets, that rest on the roof. In the Anzabegovo-Vrsnik group the faces
are shown with more realistic features, especially the hair. In the VeluSina-Porodin
group, the faces are schematized and more mask-like.

This cult gradually disappeared with the decline ofthe Neolithic culture and econo-
my and the emergence of the Eneolithic Age, when the role of the man became more
prominent. However, the concept of the Great Mother or the goddess of fertility lived
on in Macedonia. In her studies of the religion and cults in the Antique period, Profe-
ssor Vera Bitrakova-Grozdanova calls attention to this autochthonous cult.

Translated by
Rajna Hot Koska



